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I’m sure that we would all agree that 2021 has been a year of constant surprises, 
and planning for our annual cruising program - including the Pittwater cruise - has 
been no exception. 

The Cruising Division Committee is pushing ahead with planning for this year’s 
PWC, COVID-19 hotspots and the Swansea Channel not withstanding. With that in 
mind I am putting out an invitation to all Cruising Division members, together with a 
few items of information, in the hope that the dreaded virus will be under control in 
the Pittwater area before 14th February. 

The PWC is always an exciting and enjoyable event, with good sailing, good com-
pany and beautiful scenery. 

The theme for this year is “Life is a Circus”. Google the term and I am sure that you 
will find many good ideas to bring to the cruise, along with a golf putter and a great 
deal of joie de vivre. 

David Baker 
Cruiseletter Editor 

Greetings Fellow CD Members, 

We hope that you have had a great festive season and been able to experience a 
bit of tranquility and normalcy in your lives, if only for a few weeks. Despite our fer-
vent hopes that COVID would finally be on the wane, there is little evidence so far 
that this is the case. We can but hope that as we become more sophisticated in 
managing the problem the impact upon our professional and social lives will be-
come less destructive.  

In the interim we still have to face a few challenges, not least being the failure of 
the relevant authorities to give us a navigable channel into, and out of, the lake. 
This has certainly prevented several of members undertaking coastal trips and 
could even impact on our annual Pittwater Cruise scheduled for early February. 
The committee has been keen to offer several cruises in more distant locations, 
such as Newcastle Harbour and Port Stephens, and even places less visited such 
as Port Hacking. Now, if only we could be confident that the channel would be safe 
for all our vessels, we could make them happen. 

On a more positive note, it has been fantastic to see the large number of new mem-
bers who joined us in 2020. We welcomed nine new boats into the fold which must 
be some sort of record. Hopefully we will be able to continue to offer an exciting 
program of meetings and cruises that cater for all interests. To this end, the commit-
tee is always grateful for feedback and suggestions. 

On behalf of the committee I would like to wish you and your families a great 2021 
and look forward to seeing you at our meetings and on our cruises. 

Very best wishes to all and safe sailing, 

Tony 

Tony Austin 
Skipper 
LMYC Cruising Division 
Mob: 0416266947 

Pittwater Special Edition 2021 
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Apart from the many planned activities, there are always many unplanned and spontaneous 
things to do during the PWC. Many CD members are real veterans when it comes to cruising and 
the activities onboard and ashore. There are two things that many people take on the PWC - a 
golf putter and a kayak.  

Here are some thoughts from members, and compiled by Gordon Butler, about carrying kayaks 
on a yacht. 

Over the last few years there has been a significant increase in the number of “Paddle Toys” that 
people are carrying on their boats.  The paddle toys are generally inflatable, with stand-up pad-
dle boards and kayaks readily available in a range of quality and price points. 

Chris Cahill - Windsong 

 

Type of water toy do you have? 
We have an inflatable kayak – configurable as a 
single or double. 
Brand and model, where purchased? 
Brand: Advanced Elements, Model: Island Voy-
age 2, Purchased from Oz Inflatable Kayaks, 
Package price (boat, paddles, pump) about 
$1300 
https://www.advancedelements.com/inflatable-
kayaks/ 

https://ozinflatablekayaks.com.au 

We had brilliant service from Oz Inflatable Kay-
aks – free suitability assessment and rapid ser-
vice and dispatch after ordering – Emily (owner) 
is really helpful. 
How do you transport? 
 Transported deflated in valise at sea.  Is /would 
be OK on deck on inland waterways.  Too light 
to tow if there is any wind I think (not tried). 
What do you like best? 
 Very stable and easy to board from land or off 
the boat.  Light only 15Kg. 
What do you like least? 
Would be uncomfortable for longer than about 1 
hour (function of the seat design and available 
space) but we knew this before purchase. 
Any comments for others looking to buy 
something similar? 
 Very happy. Advice is to define what you want 
to do / how you want to use it as this will dictate 
what you go for. 

 

 

  

https://www.advancedelements.com/inflatable-kayaks
https://www.advancedelements.com/inflatable-kayaks
https://ozinflatablekayaks.com.au
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Maureen Seysener – Stoked 

 

Tony Austin – Double Fun  

David and Tiia Baker – Kombali 2 

Ours is an inflatable sit on top kayak - Sevylor 
ST5656 - that we came upon second hand at a 
Bits for Boats sale in Rathmines last year.  
We were lucky to pick it up for $100. 
We can transport this either tied to the front 
rails or it sits neatly across the stern beneath 
the solar panels which is quite safe when sail-
ing offshore. 
The positives of this kayak is that it is light, easy 
to carry and quite rigid. 
The negatives are that it is not easy to inflate 
and deflate and it’s not a high-performance kay-
ak if that’s what people are looking for as it’s 
mainly designed for fun. 
While inflatables are fun and easy to carry we 
would probably prefer two small, rigid, plastic 
kayaks as toys for the boat if we had room for 
store them. We may need to get a bigger boat! 

  

 

Cath and I originally purchased a two person 'sit in' rigid kayak (Dagger brand). It is quite seaworthy, 
normally pretty dry BUT it is quite heavy (two person lift) and was a real challenge to stow on Double 
Fun. In the end we stopped taking it with us when we went sailing.  I should have started by saying 
that we did not purchase this primarily for the boat but rather to use on lakes and rivers when home 
or away camping. Taking it out on the boat came much later. 
  
Having seen Selma enjoying her Walker Bay Airis inflatable 'sit on' kayak we decided to go down that 
pathway and it has worked well for us (see https://airkayaksdirect.com.au/products/walker-bay-airis-
sport-inflatable-kayak-5002070003  They made two models - a ’Sport’ and a ‘Play’. One is shorter 
than the other and is designed to be more manoeuvrable for use in surf or rapids. We got one of 
each which has worked well. 

 These kayaks are light (less than 10kg in their backpack); very rigid when inflated; track well with a 
large rigid fin; are extremely stable and are easy to stow below when deflated. They can be tied to 
the lifelines when inflated but I would worry about UV ageing if not covered for weeks on end. 
  
Having said this they are not without some issues: 
1. Bloody expensive here in Oz 
2. Soft bottom so do not handle oysters, sharp rocks, snags etc 
3. Have reasonable amount of windage so can be hard work when paddling to windward in strong 
winds 
  

We settled for two rigid plastic kayaks from Anaconda. At just under 

$200 each we don’t have to worry too much if they get knocked 

around. They paddle well, are not too heavy at about 17kg, and are 

reasonably comfortable with a bit of padding under the butt. We carry 

them lashed to the foredeck stanchions, but would hate to hit heavy 

weather with them there. 

Plus factors include low cost and easy to use. Negatives are the 

weight and storage. Having said that, we have no regrets buying them 

and can go kayaking together with two little boats. 

https://airkayaksdirect.com.au/products/walker-bay-airis-sport-inflatable-kayak-5002070003
https://airkayaksdirect.com.au/products/walker-bay-airis-sport-inflatable-kayak-5002070003
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Mike Barry – Elara 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Type of water toy do you have? 
High pressure inflatable single kayaks. 
 
Brand and model, where purchased? 
Walker Bay Airis Sports Kayak. 
We purchased online in the USA (to save the 
GST) because we were going to the US to visit 
our daughter & family & then we all went sailing 
in the British Virgin Islands where they were 
christened. 
They were available online in Australia from the 
Australian agents in Qld. 
 
But the manufacturer ceased manufacture 
about 2 years ago & I haven’t found an equiv-
alent on the market as yet. 
 
How do you transport? 
Lashed to the foredeck safety rails 

  

 
  

  
  
  

  
  

What do you like best? 
Light weight (9kg), Can be deflated & stowed in a back pack. However, we always leave them inflated 
& store them in the boatshed. Maybe we would deflate them if we were doing a long offshore voyage. 
What do you like least? 
None for us. But I understand from others that, if they were stored packed for extended periods, they 
were prone to crack at the folds. 
Any comments for others looking to buy something similar? 
Expensive. But you get what you pay for. 
Any of the rigid or semi-rigid kayaks are way too heavy for handling the way we do or for Selma to han-
dle on her own. 
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Richard Masson - Jodi 

 
 

 
Jen had enjoyed a few trips out on one of 
Selma’s Walker Bay Airis inflatable kayaks, 
so I thought something similar would have 
been a good birthday present this year.  
However, when I did some research, I 
found they stopped manufacturing them in 
2019.  At the time, I couldn’t find any for 
sale used either. 
  
Because she didn’t know how much she’d 
use it, we decided to look for a cheaper al-
ternative. I found an online review at 
http://www.inflatablekayakworld.com/intex-
challenger-k1-inflatable-kayak-review/ of a 
cheapie kayak called a Intex Challenger 
K1, which was very positive.  They seem to 
be available from BCF, Amazon and Kogan 
for less than $200. 

  
Another alternative seemed to be the hard-
plastic sit-on kayaks, which are also light, 
but with the disadvantage that they don’t 
roll-up into a bag that can be stored in a 
locker.  We wanted a model that could be 
left on the boat, as the last thing we need is 
more “stuff” to haul out to the swing moor-
ing. 
  

  

  

 

  

 

We went ahead and got one of the Intex Challenger models and both really enjoyed using it on the re-
cent Lake Circumnavigation cruise.  They are best in flat water, with little breeze, but feel quite stable 
and not difficult to paddle straight.  I would not want to be caught in a strong wind in it, so best used in 
a quiet bay (which was the intended use anyway). 
  
The Intex is just made of welded PVC (a bit thicker than a pool toy), so care is needed to avoid sharp 
obstacles.  However, for the money if it lasted a couple of seasons, that would be ok.  That said, I met 
a couple on the water off Valentine jetty recently with the same model and they claimed to have owned 
them for five years. 
  
The supplied foot pump is rubbish, so I just use the same electric pump that I had for the Zodiac to in-
flate it. 
  

http://www.inflatablekayakworld.com/intex-challenger-k1-inflatable-kayak-review/
http://www.inflatablekayakworld.com/intex-challenger-k1-inflatable-kayak-review/
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Here are some ideas provided by experienced cruisers that might be helpful: 

There are very few shops/stores in the area to buy provisions at. Those that do exist have very 
limited supplies and are usually expensive. If the thought of provisioning your boat for 10-12 days 
appears daunting these hints may make the task easier. 

   Buy enough long life milk for your needs once the fresh has been used. 

   Long Life juice and tinned fruit are great. 

   Long life cream is useful for dressing up a dessert. 

   Ask your butcher if they will cryovac meat portions (usually for 2 is handy). The sealed meat 
should keep for 2 – 3 weeks in your refrigerator and won’t leak juices all through it! 

   Pre- cook a few meals before you go e.g. bolognaise, casseroles, tagines. Freeze and vacu-
um seal. 

   Mountain bread, wraps, tortillas are good substitutes for bread and will last longer if you buy 
the sealed packets. 

   If you have an oven (or hooded BBQ or Cobb cooker) you can make your own bread. Bread 
maker    mixes work very well and limit the range of ingredients you need to carry. 

   Look at the jars, packets and tinned goods available at the supermarket. It’s amazing what 
wonderful dishes can be produced from very simple ingredients – and what you can find pre-
pared for you! 

  The CD always includes a ‘raft-up dinner’. This is usually held in the first week of the cruise. 

 Crew from groups of 3 boats get together and have a meal. Hosting boats will be nominated by 
the coordinators and guests will be drawn from a hat. One boat provides entree, one main and 
the other dessert. If possible, have something that you could provide for any of these courses. 

   Look for ‘Fresh and Crisp’ vegetable storage bags in your supermarket (there are different  
sizes – try a different supermarket if you cannot get a mixed box). Some fruits and vegetables 
keep longer than others eg. Green apples usually last longer than red and even longer if 
wrapped in absorbent paper. (Try wrapping all fruit and vegetables in butcher’s paper to extend 
their life). 

   A second fridge (Camping) can be useful for storing fruit and vegetables. 

   Bring plenty of heavy duty refuse bags as The Basin is the only place where you can dispose 
of rubbish (in skips ashore). 

  Good ideas: 

§ Cheap paper towel rolls are useful for wiping off plates and dishes (especially when carrying 
them ashore) – and saves water during washing up. 

§ Try washing up in a 2 litre ice cream tub rather than the sink – this also saves water! 

§ Buy your beer (and soft drink) in cans! Yes, it is not as fashionable to drink canned beer but it 
is easier to dispose of – as you can crush them; and they are lighter to carry! 
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Its time to prepare our boats for the Annual CD Pittwater Cruise 14
th

 February - 26
th

 February.  

If the weather dictates you may have to leave early and return later. 

Just a few items to prepare – not all will be required by your vessel but it is a starting point. 

 

 Oil change – Engine/Gbox  - You will be motoring over 50% of your time in Pittwater 

 Fuel Filter – change it and carry a spare as the fuel tank will be agitated a lot more than on the 
lake and any sediment will be disturbed. 

 Inspect your motor for its general condition  –  Shaft seal, seals, any leaks, belt condition. 

 Fuel –  Take Diesel for the extra motoring ( 8 hours down, 8 hours back  and around Pittwater  
battery charging?) Petrol for the outboard, 2 Stroke oil. 

 Rigging Check /Rope Check, Boom Brake, Winches, Blocks, Sails 

 Dinghy Storage, Outboard storage 

 Dinghy (or rubber ducky) ready to use with lights, life jackets, bailer and paddles/oars. 

 Anchors and anchor winch, Chain/Rope condition let out your chain and re-flake it so if it is a 
bumpy trip your chain wont turn over itself making it difficult to let out – you won’t always get a 
mooring. 

 Hull and propeller reasonably clean - nothing worse than a slow trip due to marine growth. 

 Check battery condition and wiring – if you have lead acid (wet cell) batteries check that the     
water level is topped up. What will be your charging method(s). 

 Stowage of gear (it can get a little bumpy out there). 

 Food – see previous page 

 Drink – Soft / Hard 

 Water tanks full - clear breathers, method to collect water, laundry method. 

 Safety equipment - Statutory/Personal, Torches, Spotlight, Steering, Rescue, VHF hand held  
charged, spare batteries. 

 Snack food / Lollies, Drinks for trip 

 Sun Covers 

 Lockers secured 

 LPG Cylinder(s) full, ignition backup 

 Grease Anchor winch, Steering, Engine cables,  Autopilot, Toilets 

 Sea sickness preparation 

 Thru hull clamps, Valves, Toilet hose, valve bungs 

 Medicines – expected complaints / emergency, Personal for duration of cruise 

 Tools & spares - Very basic – other vessels will have theirs so don’t hesitate to ask your fellow 
cruisers for assistance. 

 Test your refrigerator / freezer 
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Here are a few snaps from 2019 to get us into the PWC mood. 
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LMYC CD Calendar of Events – 2020 & 2021 

NB: All General Meetings are held in the Marquee at LMYC, beginning at 7pm. On water activi-

ties will generally start on the Friday and finish on the Sunday. Coffee mornings are not being 

held at the moment due to COVID restrictions. If this changes a note will appear in Facebook and 

the Cruiseletter. 

A date is now set for the 2021 Pittwater Cruise: 14 - 26 February at Pittwater. 

    

   

   

   

   

Date Event Comment 

2020     

5-6 September LMYC Sailing Season Opening Sail past at LMYC followed by CD gathering  

14 September General Meeting Guest Speaker: Mast Climbing Forum 

28 September Committee Meeting   

12 October General Meeting Guest Speaker 

16 - 24 October Cruise – Circumnavigate Lake 
Macquarie 

Locatioon: Lake Mac; Theme 

26 October Committee Meeting  

9 November General Meeting Guest Speaker: Eleanor Cunningham 

13-15 November Cruise to Port Stephens Coordinator: Richard Masson 

30 November Committee Meeting   

14 December Christmas Party LMYC Marquee – Starts at 1800 hrs. 

31 December New Years Eve Cruise Location: Trinity Point 

2021     

11 January General Meeting   

25 January Committee Meeting   

26 January Australia Day & Family Outing Co-ordinator: TBC Location: Black Jack’s Point 

8 February General Meeting Guest Speaker: 

12-14 February Monthly Activity Location & Co-ordinator: Seeking a Volunteer 

February Committee Meeting   

14 - 26 February Annual Pittwater Cruise NEW DATE 

27 February Sydney Harbour Mini Cruise   

6 March LMYC Commodore’s Charity Ball  

8 March General Meeting & AGM Guest Speaker: Nil due to AGM To be confirmed 

CD members are reminded that participation in CD activities is entirely volun-

tary. It is the responsibility of the skipper of the vessel to ensure that the ves-

sel and crew are adequately prepared for the conditions that might occur 

during the activity.  


