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Please address all letters for the Cruising Division to: 

LMYC CRUISING DIVISION 

Ada Street  

Belmont NSW 2280 

Alternatively, letters for the Cruising Division may be left 

in the ‘pigeon hole’ at the LMYC office.                                                                                

Cruising Division Editor: 

Any articles for the Cruiseletter can be sent to 

Cruiseletter Editor David Baker, preferably in MS 

Word format. 

 dragonflydbl@gmail.com  (0427 317109) 

by 25th of each month. 
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Note from the Editor: 

I look forward to receiving your contributions to our Cruiseletter. Please email me 

your accounts of sailing adventures, lessons learned and technical tips so we can 

all share more fully in the adventure. 

I prefer documents on MSWord as they are easier to edit and use, but I can man-

age with other formats as well. Thanks, David. 
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Greetings Fellow CD Members, 

We hope that you have had a great festive season and have been able to relax a bit whilst 
COVID continues to waft around us. It is becoming hard to remember what the world was like 
‘pre-COVID’ and you do wonder if it will ever be the same again. 

Looking back at January it wasn’t too bad for Lake Mac sailors. Most of us were able to get 
out on the water (albeit rather crowded water at times) and we had a very successful New 
Year’s Eve outing at Trinity Point. There were several very informal ‘get together’ cruises and 
the Australia Day ‘cruise’ attracted a dedicated group of members who had a great time   
sheltered under that magnificent tree at Blackjack’s Point. 

Unfortunately, COVID and the Swansea channel have combined to work against our annual 
Pittwater Cruise taking place as scheduled in February.  Despite these challenges we will 
make sure that we offer something equally enjoyable here on the lake. At this stage we are 
hoping to re-schedule the PWC to October and run several shorter trips to places like New-
castle and Port Stephens in the interim. We also have some great guest speakers lined up for 
our next three general meetings so come along and refresh your CD friendships. 

The committee has been busy over the past few months continuing to refine our governance 
policies and we are pleased to report that the collaboration between the CD and the broader 
LMYC has continued to flourish. One element of this is our plan to run several activities 
where all members of the LMYC are invited to attend. The first of these will be a practical 
flare session organised by our CD Safety Officer (Ralph Asquith). It promises to be an out-
standing session and I suspect that, for many members, it will be the first time they have ever 
used a ‘live’ flare. For others it will have been many, many years since the last time.  

It looks like we must be doing something right, as our membership is continuing to grow at an 
unprecedented rate. This is a fantastic trend, but to be really successful we must make sure 
that these new members are made to feel really welcome and feel completely at home in our 
group. Please make the effort to introduce yourself to everyone you do not recognise. 

We wish you gentle breezes, following seas and safe sailing,  

Tony Austin 
Skipper 

Upcoming Events 
8 Feb: General Meeting - LMYC Marquee. Lisa Gilbert from Marine Outlet – ‘Clothing for 
Cruisers’  

12-19 Feb:  THE NOT PWC LAKE CRUISE. Watch the CD Facebook page for details 
and program. 

8 March: General Meeting - LMYC Marquee.  CAPT Malcolm Goodfellow – 
‘Trustworthiness Personified – the Harbour Pilot’  

12-14 March: Cruise to other places. This one is dependent on the channel depth. 

20 March: Skills Day - Use of Flares and Servicing PFD’s by Ralph Asquith (Open to 
all LMYC sailors). Venue at LMYC. See page 8 for description. 
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Australia Day 2021 – Black Jack’s Point Maureen and Fred Seysener 

Despite the forecast for a hot blustery day on the 26
th
 January, eight vessels - Double Fun, 

KRACKT, Stoked, Chandon, Margarita, Mijo, Escapades and Tethys - anchored off Black-

jack’s Point for a CD celebration of our national day (see front cover). 

Given the location and the windy condi-

tions the crews from 6 CD boats – Silk, 

Osprey, Yorkshire Relish, Saaremaa, 

Migaloo and Moondance - opted to join 

the group by car.  

What followed of course was a very 

pleasant afternoon under the deep 

shade of the magnificent fig tree with 

plenty of time to catch up over lunch 

and a cold beer!  A huge thank you to 

Peter and Jenny (Margarita) for bringing 

Margaret and Howard along to join in 

the fun and to Marion (Moondance) who 

came along solo, leaving  poor John at 

home feeling not quite 100%. Michael 

and Anne (Saaremaa) toted along their newly acquired kayaks, which had several test runs 

by interested members, while others joined the goodly crowd of locals for a swim. They also 

obviously knew about the excellent 

swimming provided along the shore at 

this point. 

It was wonderful to have time to sit in 

the shade, enjoy the breeze, share a 

drink and celebrate our National day!  

Thanks to all who rolled up – 29 in all.   

It was also great to start the 2021 sail-

ing season gathered together in such 

an idyllic spot. 
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Sadly, the Pittwater Cruise will not take place as planned in February this year. The Cruising 

Division Committee are looking at other suitable dates later in the year to coincide with two 

important changes. 

The first change is the uncertainty of the Coronavirus outbreaks. The virus and its resulting 

disease, Covid19, might be under control on the Northern Beaches today, but history shows 

that there is no guarantee that it will be in a week, or a month. 

The second is the uncertainty of the Swansea Channel. Sadly, progress in dredging the 

channel is months overdue as a result of breakdowns and other bewildering factors. At the 

moment there is no certainty that vessels with a draft greater than 1.5 metres will safely navi-

gate the shallowest parts of the channel. When this will change is unknown. 

Regarding the channel dredging, the Committee encourages everyone who uses the lake to 

make ongoing and reliable dredging a significant political and environmental issue. Only 

around 2000 people signed the recent submission to government, which suggests to state 

politicians that  this is not an important issue to locals, or to them. The following recent photo-

graph shows the buildup of sand at the dogleg and off the end of Pelican Airstrip. 

Lake Cruise 
Your committee is busily plan-

ning the cruise that you have 

when not having a Pittwater 

Cruise. 

It will be an enjoyable cruise 
on Lake Macquarie between 
Fri 12

th
 Feb to Fri 19

th
 Feb, 

with the option to continue af-
ter. Lunch at LMYC on Fri 19

th
 

possibly followed by a Sail 
Rally linked to LMYC Fri race. 

Members are encourage to 
come along and enjoy the 
company of others on our beautiful  lake. Lets make the most of the opportunity to get out on 
the water together despite the setbacks. Keep an eye on our Facebook page for more infor-
mation and updates. 
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Geoff Edman 
LMYC Commodore 

1. How and when did you get into sailing? 

Although I grew up in Belmont, and my eldest brother sailed, 
I did not take up sailing until I was around 28. I became tired 
of motor racing and picked up the Star newspaper and read 
in the boating classifieds ‘crew wanted’. I answered the ad’ 
and started sailing out of Wangi. The skipper was the sailing 
master at WASC and taught me to sail and I sailed for a few 
years. Other than a few occasions that I have stopped 
because of work or building houses I have been sailing ever 
since, around 35 years. 

2. What was your first boat? 

The first boat I crewed on was a Noelex 30 called Saiwen. The first boat I owned was a 
Maricat 14. This was for family fun, never raced. First yacht I owned is my current yacht, 
a Farr 37 IOR design. 

 

3. What do you currently sail? 

Other than currently crewing for others 
we still have our first yacht Cardinal Syn. 
We love the boat. It is the right balance 
between racing and cruising and I have 
added a few ‘cruisy’ items since buying 
the boat sixteen years ago. 

4. Where are some of the places that 
you have sailed/raced/cruised? 

Mostly here on Lake Macquarie but also 
around Townsville, Whitsunday Islands, 
both cruising and racing. I have done 
three Pittwater to Coffs Harbour races 
and a couple of other Cat 2 races out of 
Sydney. Greek Islands & Turkey. 
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5. Are there times in all those adventures that really stand out because they were: 
enjoyable; or frightening; or just plain memorable? 

The most memorable times and most important thing is the company you are in, not so 
much what you are doing. It is being with great friends that is the best. As far as the      
actual sailing is concerned, when ocean racing I always seemed to end up as bowman, 
navigator and watch captain. The boat we raced offshore was an Archambault 40. Every 
time I had to go up the front to change sails etc I would be waist deep in water. 
I love sailing around the Whitsundays, I have crewed in about 5 Hamilton Island race 
weeks and chartered a yacht twice to spend some quality time with no schedule. Along 
with 2 other couples and 4 other yachts we joined the Aegean Sea Rally spending 2 
weeks exploring Turkey and the Greek Islands around the Aegean Sea. 
I can honestly say that I have never been frightened on a yacht. Even when sailing off-
shore in terrible, life threatening, situations. I have always known that I can trust the other 
crew and the boat as we always ensured it was well maintained before going to sea. I 
have never ‘done a Hobart’ though! 

6. What do you like most about sailing? 

The thing I like most about sailing is spending time with my wife, Julie, on the boat. She 
has been with me most of the time when racing and always when cruising. 
But one thing that I love about sailing is that it can be anything to everyone. If you want 

high-adrenaline adventure there is racing around the world or skimming above the water 

on foils. For others, it is drifting around sipping wine and eating cheese on Friday        

Twilights. Part of a well drilled team match racing or out on your own just going where you 

end up, Sailing has something for you.  

7. What is the one sailing adventure you have not done but would love to do? 

I have not yet sailed up the East Coast. I have raced as far as Coffs Harbour and flown to 
Hamilton Island but some day I would like to sail up and or back. Also for some reason, 
not quite sure why, I would like to cruise down to Jervis Bay. 

8. What are some of the challenges of being commodore of LMYC 

Well, when I took over as Commodore I certainly didn’t expect to be closing the club and 
shutting down racing! So I guess the most significant challenge I have had is dealing with 
the Covid restrictions and keeping the club going. Fortunately we have fantastic people 
working for the club both as volunteers and employees as well as the board. We have 
been not only keeping the club going, re-opening when we could and increasing activities 
including racing when we could but we took the opportunity during the lockdown to carry 
out essential maintenance to the club and negotiate the refurbishment to the marina wave 
fence. Interesting, but not surprising when you think about it, it has not been sailing or 
boating issues that have been most of my challenges but people and business related 
challenges.  
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Questions from the General Boat Knowledge Quiz 
http://www.boatingquiz.com.au/index.php/general-boating-knowledge-quiz/ 

 

1)When should you switch on and display navigation lights on a vessel underway? 

a) Only when it is dark 

b) From sunset to sunrise and in restricted visibility 

c) At night only when travelling on open waters (the sea) 

d) At night in port areas only 

 

2)What is the MAXIMUM permissible blood alcohol level for a person 18 years of age or 

more when driving a recreational vessel in NSW? 

a) Under 0.08 

b) Under 0.02 

c) Under 0.05 

d) Nil 

3)Which vessel should give way in this situation? 

a) The sailing vessel 

b) The power vessel 

c) Both vessels should maintain course 

d) The vessel to windward 

 

 

Answers on next page 

http://www.boatingquiz.com.au/index.php/general-boating-knowledge-quiz/
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Alternate Skipper - Knowledge is Power 

 Skill of the Month  

Skill 4 - Anchoring 

Anchoring is a much-needed skill when cruising on Lake Macquarie. We have few public 

moorings compared to many other cruising grounds. We are lucky though, because most of 

the Lake is reasonably shallow, with good holding and no current or tide to worry about. 

Our Alternate Skipper Manual covers this topic quite well, so work through it and practice 

when out and about. Every boat’s anchoring setup is different, so learn your own boat. 

The important points to remember are 

Take it slowly 

Check that the tow line for the tender is out of the way 

Use the 5:1 scope rule and don’t forget this is from the anchor roller at the bow of the 

boat, not the water depth. 

Establish simple hand signals to use between the person on the bow and the person at 

the helm - or use an intercom system as described in past Cruiseletters. 

If you are anchoring overnight, don’t forget to display your anchor light. 

Please refer to the manual for other important points. 

Anchoring elsewhere can significantly change what you need to do or watch out for. Our 

manual mentions some of these issues. 

If you would like to know more about anchoring, there are many publications available. One 

book, which I found quite readable, is Happy Hooking - The Art of Anchoring” by Capt. 

Alex Blackwell and Capt. Daria Blackwell, (2011). There is also a PDF “Anchoring” by 

John Lemberg on our CD Facebook page and, of course, the RYA has a lot of information 

about anchoring, as well. 

To access John’s excellent article, go to the LMYC Cruising Division page and click on Files 

at the top right hand side of the banner. You will find many helpful documents stored there. 

Don’t forget, if you need a copy of our Alternate Skipper Manual, please ask. 

Happy anchoring! 

Trudi 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers  to quiz 

1) B  2) C  3) B 
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Flare Practice and Inflatable PFD Servicing 

Saturday 20
th

 March 2021 10am  

If you don’t practice, then you don’t 

know what you are doing 

 

What better time to learn how these essential safety 
items work – much better than in the middle of the 
night during some disaster!  

 

Obviously we will notify all authorities and the plan is (weather, COVID and fire bans per-
mitting) to hold the practice at the western end of the marina. The Cruising Division will be 
hosting flare practice on Saturday March 20

th
, commencing at 10:00 am. Heavy duty 

gloves and eye protection are mandatory. Long sleeves/trousers and closed in shoes    
recommended. NO PARACHUTE ROCKETS ARE PERMITTED these are a fire hazard to 
our neighbours. We recommend in-date flares. If you must bring old (out-of-date) flares 
then you do so at your own risk – and please check them carefully for signs of damage or 
deterioration prior to igniting them. Definitely no flares more than 3 years out of date.  

This exercise is highly recommended for all skippers and crew members who have never 
ignited a flare. Flares are an essential (and required) safety feature on all boats and, if you 
really need them then best not to be fumbling around trying to read their instructions at the 
time (in the dark? can’t find your glasses? Crew are panicking?) Learn how to use them 
safely and effectively in a controlled situation. 

A NSW Maritime education officer will also be attending to give a presentation on how to 
conduct the mandatory annual service check of inflatable PFDs. Bring along one of your 
PFDs and learn how to conduct this service check correctly. 

Hope you can make it.  

Ralph Asquith  

LMYC Cruising Division Safety Officer 
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