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Please address all letters for the Cruising Division to: 

LMYC CRUISING DIVISION 

Ada Street  

Belmont NSW 2280 

Alternatively, letters for the Cruising Division may be left 

in the ‘pigeon hole’ at the LMYC office.                                                                                

Cruising Division Editor: 

Any articles for the Cruiseletter can be sent to 

Cruiseletter Editor David Baker, preferably in MS 

Word format. 

 dragonflydbl@gmail.com  (0427 317109) 

by 25th of each month. 
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Your stories and pics needed: 

I look forward to receiving your contributions to our Cruiseletter. Please email me 

your accounts of sailing adventures, lessons learned and technical tips so we can 

all share more fully in the adventure.  I prefer documents on MSWord as they are 

easier to edit and use, but I can manage with other formats as well.  

Thanks, David. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cruising Division Executive 

Skipper:  Committee   

Gordon Butler     0409 509578 Geoff Edman (LMYC Rep) Marion Cotterill        0409982535  

Secretary:  Nikki Cahill             0410 982887  

Trudi Butler         0407 912825 Chris Cahill            0416 939546  

Treasurer: Richard Masson   0422 347875  

Ralph Asquith    0409 318230 Greg Barnicoat     0497 715669  



LAKE MACQUARIE YACHT CLUB CRUISING DIVISION   PAGE  3 

Welcome to the June Cruiseletter, 

This is my first report as skipper of the CD. There is lots to do, but I am looking forward to the 

next couple of years and hoping for lots of enjoyment from our wonderful hobby, in the company 

of other cruisers. There is so much that we can enjoy, and things to learn when we sail this way. I 

often say to Trudi that those of us who have the resources, health and partners that allow us to 

enjoy cruising, must be the luckiest people alive. 

We held our AGM earlier in May, and a new committee was elected. Members of the Committee 
are Gordon Butler – Skipper, Ralph Asquith – Treasurer, Trudi Butler – Secretary, Richard Mas-
son, Greg Barnicoat, Nikki Cahill, Chris Cahill, Marion Cotterill. Geoff Edman continues as the 
LMYC Board representative. 

There were seven members of the old Committee who did not stand for election, including Tony 

and Cath Austin, Ross Shirtley, Maureen Seysener, Robert and Karen Black and Ken Archer. 

Each of these have contributed around 10 years (or more) of service to the CD. We should all 

take the opportunity to thank them for that contribution. 

There are many others who contribute to the success of the CD, representing the CD on external 

bodies such as the Aquatic Services committee, as safety auditors, organising activities, arrang-

ing the raffle, bringing tea and coffee to meetings, etc etc. Thank you all for making the time 

available to help! 

Our May activity was the soup day, held at Sunshine. Weather was not great, but around 20 peo-

ple attended, by car and boat. From the Facebook post it looks like a great time was had, and the 

menu was excellent. 

May is the start of the serious cruising season. Boats are starting to head north, with around half 

a dozen boats planning the trip and some leaving already. Lucky! On Breathe, we have headed 

down to Pittwater / Cowan Creek for a month or so. I am writing this report on a foggy morning on 

the top mooring on Smiths Creek. On the trip down we enjoyed the company of Windsong and 

Chandon, who have now headed home, but over the last two days we have met up with Mark 

and Carolanne from Beyond Cool. 

The new Committee will meet later in the month to finalise the next few months’ on water activi-
ties, guest speakers and safety talks. Any ideas for these would be greatly appreciated. Please 
do not hesitate to bring forward ideas and we can see if we can make it happen. 

Gordon 

Gordon Butler 
Skipper 

Your Cruiseletter editor is about to take a three month road trip, so photographs, 
stories and adventures emailed to me will help keep the Cruiseletter going, and rel-
evant to members. 
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The May General Meeting and 2021 AGM was held at LMYC and opened at 1900. 

Tony Austin welcomed Mark Norden (CEO LMYC) and also Beth Dawkins (a long-time 
member), who will be acting as our Returning Officer for the AGM. 

Tony also acknowledged with sadness the recent passing of Helen Roggeveen 
(Dreamcatcher). 

TREASURERS REPORT: Ross Shirtley 

Monthly Report: closing book balance of $4453.11. Ross explained the membership re-
fund, and he is still following up a few members who have not yet paid. 

FUTURE GUEST SPEAKERS:  

June: Chris Cahill: Modernisation of out-of-date electronics. 

July: Peter Davidson (EPIRBHIRE): Modern Emergency Communications and the prolif-
eration of small satellite equipment. 

August – North Sails: Developments in cruising sails.  

SAFETY TALK: Ralph Asquith - Predicting and Understanding Weather  

Upcoming Events 

Float your Boat (18-19 June) – LMCC & CD 

Visit MRLM (17 July) – Details to follow – 2 teams, boats / base and swap.  

NEXT MEETING: Monday 14 June 7pm in the LMYC Marquee. 

MEETING CLOSED: 8pm followed by the AGM 

AGM Minutes 

The chair was vacated by Tony Austin and the AGM convened by Beth Dawkins. 

Minutes and reports were tabled and seconded and have been emailed to members. 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Presentation of the Jack Hitchcock 
Memorial Trophy. Tony Austin out-
lined the background to this award 
as set up by Wanda Hitchcock in 
memory of her husband Jack. 

The trophy and plaque were then 
awarded to Fred and Maureen  
Seysener (Stoked) for their out-
standing contributions to the CD, as 
outlined by Tony. 

Following the completion of all Gen-
eral Business, the Skipper declared 
all Executive and Committee posi-
tions vacant, tabled written nomina-
tions and invited Beth Dawkins to 
act as Chairperson / Returning Of-
ficer for the election of all positions.  
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Beth congratulated Tony and the committee for a great job, Maureen and Fred for their 
achievements leading to the receiving the Hitchcock Award, and Ross, for all his hard 
work and contributions to the CD over the past years. 

The persons named in the following schedule were duly elected to the positions indicated. 

 

Elected Officers of the Cruising Division for 2021 – 2023. 

 

 

Following the election, the meeting was handed over to Gordon Butler who thanked the 
outgoing committee, especially the 7 committee members who did not stand for re-
election. They represent a lot of experience. Special thanks to Ross, and special thanks 
to Tony with respect to the COVID-19 and governance issues which are now set up. The 
new committee contains a lot less experience. Members are invited to come and talk to 
the committee members re ideas for activities etc. 

The following positions were also appointed at the meeting: 

Safety Officer: Chris Cahill (Co-ordinator) 

Independent Auditor: Pacer Accountants                                 

Cruiseletter Editor: David Baker – who would appreciate articles from the members 

Raffle organiser: Angela Asquith   

Tea/Coffee organiser: still vacant 

LMYC History Committee, CD reps: Mike Collins, Ross Shirtley 

LMCC Aquatic Services Committee, CD rep: Ross Shirtley.  

CD Equipment Audit Program Auditors: Ross Shirtley, Tony Austin, Eleanor Cunningham, 
Phil Cunningham, Hilton Jones. 

Geoff Edman mentioned that the AS Auditor course is coming up soon. Please see Geoff 
or Gordon if you are interested in training as an auditor. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at: 8.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Position Elected Nominator Seconder 

Skipper Gordon Butler Tony Austin Trudi Butler 

Secretary Trudi Butler Tony Austin Gordon Butler 

Treasurer Ralph Asquith Trudi Butler Gordon Butler 

LMYC Board Rep Geoff Edman 
(TBC) 

    

Committee Greg Barnicoat Gordon Butler Ross Shirtley 

Committee Marion Cotterill Ross Shirtley Ken Archer 

Committee Richard Masson Tony Austin Geoff Edman 

Committee Nikki Cahill Gordon Butler Trudi Butler 

Committee Chris Cahill Gordon Butler Trudi Butler 
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Escape!  Trudi and Gordon 
On Breathe 

Finally, after over 12 months due to 
COVID-19 and the poor condition of 
Swansea Channel, we managed to 
leave Lake Macquarie on Breathe. 
The added bonus was that we went 
with company. Chris and Nikki on 
Windsong, Ian and Coleen on 
Chandon, and our mooring neigh-
bours on Wingin It all left the lake 
and headed to Pittwater. 

We had a lovely trip down with a big 
rolling swell but a 10 - 12 second   period. We headed for Refuge Bay, however Wingin It headed 
for other destinations. 

 
After a lovely night, we went to RMYC so we 
could leave Breathe and make a quick trip home 
via Uber, train and taxi, for the AGM. On Tuesday 
we headed straight back to Pittwater and caught 
up with our friends in Stingray Bay, Smiths Creek. 
Needless to say, we are having a lovely time, 
stopping in some of our favourite bays and catch-
ing up with more friends, including Mark and   
Carolanne on Beyond Cool. Here are a few pho-
tos to encourage you to get back out on the wa-
ter. 

 

 

  Beyond Cool on a Foggy Morning in 

Smiths Creek 

Exploring Yeomans Bay 

Refuge Bay on a quiet day 
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Soup Day at Silverwater organised by Ken and Libby (Migaloo) 

Around 20 people made their way to 

Sunshine on the Morisset Penninsula 

for the Soup Day meet. Not everyone 

came by boat, perhaps the cold and 

windy forecast was off-putting. Never-

theless a few brave souls met at  

Rathmines on Friday evening to plan 

for the weekend and enjoy each oth-

er’s company. 

On Saturday a fleet of boats and cars 

made its way to Sunshine where 

soup was on the menu (naturally). 

The soup de jour was made by Linda 

(Zephyr) who took out the inaugural Master Chef Award - courtesy of R.Black Trophies Pty Ltd - 

with her spectacular Wanton Soup!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great Northward Migration 

It is that time of year again, and many of our Cruising Division members have taken ad-
vantage of the slightly improved condition of the channel and joined the procession north. 

Among the CD boats carving their wake to-

ward warmer climes are Catlypso, Double 

Fun, Arkaydes, and Sheer Pleasure, with 

more planning to leave soon. Safe voyaging! 

 

Double Fun heading out to sea 
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SICYC Season of Sail 2021 

As part of the Northern Migration, SICYC (the Shaggers) planned to visit our wonderful lake. 

The visit and festivities were organised by Geoff King while Michael and Anne (Saaremaa) 

planned to escort the visitors on a tour of the lake, but it seems that the uncertainties of the 

channel put most off coming in. Some went to Newcastle instead, while others made alterna-

tive plans. 

Despite the setback, the lunch at the 

Rathmines Catalina Club was clearly in 

full swing with the band, (all Shaggers 

Vice Commodores) named ‘Under De-

velopment’ providing the entertain-

ment. That’s our Geoff King going for 

it on the drums! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geoff playing Jenko instead of drums 
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Alternate Skipper - Knowledge is Power 

 Skill of the Month  

Skill 7 

VHF Radio 

If you are using the VHF radio on your boat, technically, you should have your radio licence. 

Do you have yours? 

One method of study is to buy the handbook online and work through the revision questions 

until you are confident. Then sit for the actual test. Or you could enrol in a radio licence 

course.  The handbook and revision questions can both be found at  

https://www.amc.edu.au/industry/omc/handbooks-and-revision-questions 

Our Alternate Skipper Manual outlines the basics of using a VHF radio, with some practical 

tasks to undertake. You might like to work through these yourself.  

The CD also has a copy of “AMSA Marine 

VHF” which is available for members to 

borrow. 

During our CD activities on the water, we 

have been giving everyone the opportunity 

to use the radio. For CD communications, 

we currently use channel 72. Do you know 

why we chose this channel? What are all 

the other channels for? (We should all 

know channel 16 is the calling channel, es-

pecially in an emergency.) 

Do you know the phonetic alphabet?  Stud-

ying for your VHF radio licence will help 

you learn it. 

You might like to have a card near the radio, with all the emergency calling procedures and 

required information, including the boat name spelled out phonetically. This way, anyone on 

board can read the information if they need it in an emergency. The example below has been 

shared by John and Raewyn (The Bach). Take some time to set yourself up with knowledge 

and handy help cards. Hopefully you’ll never need them! 

Trudi 

Remember:  

ONLY Roger 

Ramjet says 
“over and out”! 

(editor) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amc.edu.au/industry/omc/handbooks-and-revision-questions
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These old salty sayings are from the Northern Hemisphere, though most apply down South 
as well. Note that a veering wind moves clockwise in the northern hemisphere but counter-
clockwise in the southern hemisphere.  
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Growing up watching the weather 
Ralph Asquith 

My Dad was a professional fisherman for 40 years and 

my early years were dominated by the weather. 

Dad would often drive to a coastal headland to make his 

own observations before going to sea. 

Every night we would have to remain dead silent while 

Dad watched the weather on NBN with presenters such 

as Des Hart, Murray Finlay, Gary Youngberry, and Gavin 

Morris 

Stats on fatal boating accidents in NSW 2008 to 2017 

The main causes were weather conditions (12.8%), excessive speed (9.4%) and lack of 

judgement (7.7%). 

Open runabouts accounted for 47.2% of all vessels involved in these incidents, followed by 

sailing yachts (8.8%) and canoes/kayaks (8.0%). 

73.5% occurred on what were presumably sheltered waters – i.e., rivers, lakes, estuaries, 

and bays. 

Weather: the main cause of fatal boating incidents  

Weather conditions, at 12.8%, was the main cause recorded for recreational boating fatality 

incidents over the last 10 years. Weather conditions were also recorded as the primary cause 

for 5.8% of serious injury incidents and 12.3% of boating incidents overall over the last 10 

years.  

There are five things to take note of when planning your boating trip: 

Are warnings current for your boating area? 

Are there weather conditions affecting safe navigation and comfort? 

What are the wind trends? 

What are the wave conditions? 

When is the next high and low tide? 

Modern Tools available to predict weather conditions 

Radio and TV broadcasts: Use local resources when available NBN, ABC 1233 

Marine rescue 

Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) website 

Phone apps such as: 

Predict wind (Offshore) 

Windy 

Seabreeze 

Don’t forget the most important tool on 

the yacht 

The eyeball “ommonitor” to keep a good 

eye on the local weather conditions and 

instruments. 

 

Ralph Asquith 

Safety Officer CD LMYC 

SV Leopard 40 "2DREAM" 

Mobile +61409318230 



LMYC CD Calendar of Events – 2021 March to December 

NB: All General Meetings are held in the Marquee at LMYC, beginning at 7pm. Committee meet-

ing are currently being held in the Bridgedeck room, starting at 4 pm. On water activities will gen-

erally start on the Friday and finish on the Sunday or Monday. Coffee mornings are not being held 
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Date Event Comment 

2021     

20 March Flare Practice Session Location: LMYC, Combined LMYC event. Start at 10.00am 

27-29 March Visit to NCYC Location: NCYC. Co-ordinator – Jodi Deferred 

29 March Committee Meeting   

2 - 6 April Easter Cruise Lake Mac: Co-ordinator – TBA (Informal) 

12 April General Meeting Guest Speaker:  Unit Commander Malcolm Druce – ‘MRLM – 
Today and Tomorrow’ 

16-18 April On water activity Lake Mac: Co-ordinator - TBA 

26 April Committee Meeting   

10 May General Meeting & AGM   

14 - 16 May Lake Cruise & Soup Day. Lake Mac: Co-ordinator - Migaloo 

30 May Rathmines Catalina Festival Cancelled for 2021 

31 May Committee Meeting   

14 June General Meeting Guest Speaker:  Chris Cahill: Modernisation of out-of-date elec-
tronics. 

18 - 19 June Float Your Boat/On water ac-
tivity 

Dress up your boat (LMCC). Co-ordinator - TBA 

28 June Committee Meeting   

12 July General Meeting Guest Speaker: Modern Communications - Peter Davidson 
(EPIRBHIRE) 

17 July Visit to MRLM Location: MRLM 

26 July Committee Meeting   

9 August General Meeting Guest Speaker: North Sails 

13 -15 August On water activity Lake Mac: Co-ordinator - TBA 

30 August Committee Meeting   

4 September LMYC Sailing Season Opening Sail Past 

13 September General Meeting Guest Speaker: TBA 

17-19 September On water activity Co-ordinator: TBA 

27 September Committee Meeting   

TBC - October Pittwater Cruise Theme: Life’s a Circus. Coordinator: TBC 

11 October General Meeting Guest Speaker: TBA 

15-23 October Ivan Irwin Cruise Location: Lake Mac, Theme: TBA 

25 October Committee Meeting   

8 November General Meeting Guest Speaker: TBA 

12-14 November On water activity Location: Lake. Theme: TBA 

29 November Committee Meeting   

13 December Christmas Party LMYC Marquee – Starts at 1800 hrs. 

31 December New Year’s Eve Cruise Location: TBA 

      


