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by Tony Austin 

 Greetings fellow CD Members, 

My - what a difference a month makes! Since I wrote my last report the world has changed 
dramatically and may never be the same again. The COVID-19 outbreak has become a full-blown 
pandemic and our country is facing a threat last seen in 1918. We have seen the levels of 
restrictions escalate at an alarming pace with LMYC (along with all other clubs) now closed 
indefinitely, racing being progressively cancelled and many people losing their jobs. In 
compliance with the public health restrictions that have been put in place in NSW the CD 
Committee has cancelled all meetings and on water activities until such time as it is safe to 
resume. At this stage no-one has any idea  when that will be. 

Despite the horrible events taking place around us, we are blessed as we have our boats! 
Autumn is always a great time of year for sailing with clear blue skies, gentle breezes and not too 
many other people out on the water. Given the stress that we and our families are experiencing at 
present a dose of sailing would be most therapeutic. I commend it to you even if you have to do it 
on your own. You might even consider going ‘off-line’ for a few days just to enjoy the boating 
without all the ‘doom and gloom’ that has been bombarding us over the past few weeks. I am 
sure that people will come up with innovative ways to pass the time and have fun so urge you to 
remain connected by sharing them on our FB page. 

On a happier note, we had an outstanding Pittwater Cruise. Maureen and Fred led a dedicated 
team of helpers who put together a great ‘Outback Oz Adventure’ program that had something for 
everyone. There were lots of smiling faces and I think everyone felt greatly refreshed by the 
experience. Pittwater/Broken Bay and environs are a great cruising ground and it would really 
take many months to explore it all. If you have not done one yet I strongly urge you to put the 
dates (soon to be published in the Cruiseletter) into your diary. 

On behalf of the CD Committee I wish you and your families all the very best for these difficult 
time and hope that you all get through unscathed. 

Safe sailing, 

Tony Austin 
Skipper 

 

Thanks to all those who emailed me “Letters to the Editor”. All contributions and feedback 

gratefully received. As I mentioned in the last Cruiseletter, this is your publication and I hope to 

publish those things you would like to share and hear about. 

One of the current questions, in light of the health restrictions, is whether it is safe to meet out on 

the water so long as we maintain a safe distance consistent with the current requirements. There 

are a range of opinions that vary from yes, to definitely no! My opinion, for what it is worth, is that 

ANY meeting of people outside immediate family carries risk, and that assumes that even family 

are maintaining high levels of hygiene and separation from others. You might be infected and not 

know it.  So it is a significant risk for individuals to weigh up. The position of the Cruising Division, 

as noted in the Skipper’s Report and the committee email, is that there will be NO organised CD 

events for the foreseeable future. That will not stop me from getting out on the water inside the 

lake - if I can get out of Canberra :)  I hope to see you there at shouting distance. 

Best wishes and stay safe. David the Editor. 
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Ray Kiely  

Organized cruising would now become the sole prerogative of the Cruising Division and 

see the demise of the ‘holding hands club’.  

So ended Part 3. 

Many and varied have been the cruises organized and conducted under the auspices of the CD, 

and most have been recorded in the Cruiseletter, but this is the story of a CD cruise that was 

printed in Forecast rather than in the Cruiseletter. Named as the CD 1998 Crooze, Booze and 

Snooze to Lord Howe Island, it would not have been read by many of 

the current membership. I originally wrote an edited version, but decid-

ed on second thought to allow members to read it uncut just as it was 

written by Karen Handicott. Karen and Les Handicott owned their own 

boat Jabiru but on this occasion crewed on Colandra owned by Colin 

and Sandra Finn. Other boats were My Girl, (Col and Vicki Smith) and 

Dream Catcher (Ed and Judy Schultz).  Here then is the contemporary 

article with lessons for all who would go cruising offshore. 

 Day 1 We arrived at Cammeray Marina at 1000hrs on Sunday 11
th
 

January 1998, and joined Colandra. We cast lines off at 1053 making 

the Spit Bridge at 1100. The main and #2 headsail set, we sailed out of 

the Heads in company with a number of yachts bent on a Sunday sail. 

My Girl and Dream Catcher were already well under way, having left 

Lake Macquarie the day before. My Girl needed a little help from our 

friends to traverse the Channel. The weather was beautiful. Lunch was 

enjoyable followed by tedious tacking up the coast in the light Nor East-

er. Curry for tea and watches begin. Meanwhile My Girl, far out in the 

ocean, is having “a fairly good trip” learning as Vicki said…”a lot about the currents”! Where is 

Dream Catcher? Apparently somewhere near My Girl.  

Day 2  24 hours and we have not reached Port Stephens. By evening however the wind has 

picked up to about 20kn and a southerly set has got us and we seem to be going too far south. 

Despite 8kn on log can do little better than 2kn over ground unless we go south, Good reason to 

motor sail. It has become quite rough and ADL’s (activities of daily living) have become difficult. 

Heard Dream Catcher talking to Sydney Radio. Their position is 250 nm NE of us. We think My 

Girl is somewhere near her. 

Day 3 The sea is rough, wind strength is 20-25kn from the NE and lunch was missed. Our skip-

per has forbidden anyone to go into the galley.  

 

My Girl at 17m was the  
largest of the three. 

Dream Catcher at 
10.9m was the smallest 
of the three. 
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My Girl arrived at Lord Howe Island at 0230, stooged around until daylight and able to enter the 

lagoon. Their passage took 64.5 hours. From Vicki “We toasted our arrival with champagne and 

after cleaning up My Girl and sprucing ourselves up we went ashore and hired bikes, we rode 

around the island then swam at Ned’s Beach and lunched at the Lagoon Café ”. (A style of living 

begun by My Girl but quickly adopted by all crews immediately on arrival in the Island) 

Back to Colandra… 

We actually motor overnight to try to win back some northing. Conditions were very rough espe-

cially going over the sea mounts and we still have a current against us. Les and Col did the watch 

overnight together, with wet weather gear and harnesses. I lay on the sofa and watched them 

from time to time and made occasional coffee.  

Day 4 Dawns just as rough with NE wind to 30kn and more, and by now we have gone so far 

south we are having great difficulty going north against the current and wind. The sea is rough 

and unfriendly and the yacht bashed and banged all night. Col announced that overnight we have 

added 24 hours to the trip. The guys are tired and resting below in turns during daylight hours. 

 The highlight of the day occurred almost at dusk when the largest school of Dolphins came from 

a great distance and we watched them close the boat until the water was a seething mass of fish. 

Their squeaks were delightful and the acrobatics very entertaining. They seemed smaller and 

darker with less shiny coats to those we see nearer the coast. Dream Catcher, who had arrived 

off the island after dark last night, joined the My Girl crew on a junket around the island in Clive 

Wilson’s bus. Clive and his wife Beth then hosted them to morning tea with scones and biscuits 

followed by a concert on the organ by Clive. (harbour master…airplane refueller…boating of-

ficer…) Is there anything this gentleman can’t do?  

Day 5  From Vicki, “We hiked up to Kim’s Look Out and Malabar, lunched at Trader Nicks and 

then went onto a beach BBQ with Wayne Simpson’s crew on Cooinda. Kim’s Lookout is named 

after a young man who committed suicide from this point and Malabar is the Ridge that claimed a 

Catalina from Rathmines in 1947”.  Meanwhile back on Colandra. 

More of the same. We haven’t seen the sun for two days, the wind has not been below 30kn but 

the sea state may be marginally better. We have had rain but it is hard to tell from the sea spray. 

Our faces, hair and exposed body parts are encrusted with salt. In the main we have given up 

washing or changing our clothes and just want to be there. The sight of my hair gives new mean-

ing to a bad hair day. At this stage (1200) we are not sure we will arrive today.  

The wind has changed to NW but wind strength is still 30-35kn.We have been looking at Balls 

Pyramid for hours now and in another hour (1400) we will change to port tack the last of this trip 

out and lay a line to Lord Howe. Our ETA is 1800 TODAY!!!!”  
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The new tack is fast and Lord Howe Island is quite distinct now. From less than 4kn we are now 

doing7-8kn over the ground. We have spoken to Lord Howe Maritime and brought forward our 

ETA to 1600 plus and chatted with Barry Hunt on My Girl. 

We were “talked” into the lagoon by the “harbour master” and picked up a mooring inside the 

North Passage at 1600. We have completed our first ocean crossing and cracked our bottle of 

French Champagne. 

Well the most dangerous thing we have done since beginning the cruise is the dinghy to shore 

for BBQ with the crews of My Girl, Dream Catcher and Cooinda along, The trip to shore was not 

so bad being daylight. The one mile return in the overloaded dinghy (we didn’t wait to blow up the 

inflatable) in the dark somehow missing the rocks, finding a darkened yacht in a rough lagoon 

was a bit silly but we are unrepentant. However we won’t make a habit of it.  

Balls Pyramid, of volcanic origin, is 1844’ high and by compari-

son the Great Pyramid of Giza is 481’. In the first few Gosford- 

LHI races it was a mark of the course and proved very elusive, 

and at night it was both elusive and an unlit danger. Navigation 

was by sextant and tables and it was easily missed, even by 

professionals. It was eventually deleted as a mark. 

 

 

 

Karen and Les Handicott were members of the Cruising 

Division for many years and very experienced yachties. 

Les was a crew member of Newcastle Harbour tugs and 

had volunteered to crew the tug Watagan and to proceed 

to sea in appalling conditions, as there was a large ship 

off Newcastle in difficulties. It was the Pacha Bulker, but 

they were too late and it was already on Nobbys Beach. 

They were directed to another ship, the MV Sea Confidence only one mile offshore and dragging. 

After two 40mm messengers parted and the Mate had his hand crushed in the sliding wheel-

house door and another crew was washed into the bulwarks incurring head injury it was consid-

ered prudent to return to the harbour. 

The crew received a citation from the NSW Police Force in February 2009 and in May of the 

same year were presented with a Commonwealth Group Bravery Citation by the Governor of 

NSW at Government House Sydney.    

Les Handicott  
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We finished Part 1 of the PWC in the March Cruiseletter after visiting Dangar Island and their 

very interesting mardi gras. During the cruise many boats were coming and going and each day 

was interesting and enjoyable, so it was easy to lose track of the number of boats. Editor’s 

apologies to any that were missed in the first count. The participants for some or all of the cruise 

were:  Stoked (Fred & Maureen), Saarema (Michael & Anne), Double Fun (Tony & Cath), 

Zephyr (Graeme & Linda), Silk (Neil  & Gail), Reverie (Gang & Shulan), Breathe (Gordon & 

Trudy), Chandon (Ian & Coleen), Osprey (Ross & Anne), Moondance (John & Marion), Windy 

Lady (Phil & Di), Kombali 2 (David), Arkaydes (Greg & Belinda), Elara (Mike & Selma), 2 Dream 

(Ralph & Angela), Escapades (Greg & Sylvia), The Bach (John & Raewyn), Linwar (Rod & 

Sharon), and Krackt (Karen & Robert). Early in the cruise The Bach headed North  for a warmer 

climate and we wish them safe passage; and we learned that LINWAR stands for, “Life Is 

Nothing Without A Rod”.  Maureen takes up the story from the afternoon of Day 6. 

Day 6  Programmed as a free afternoon, people 

were free to head for an overnight anchorage of 

their choice. However, being the start of the 

weekend, this posed difficulties as a plethora of 

houseboats popped out of Akuna Bay - a little akin 

to pin balls bouncing all over Cowan Creek and its 

various anchorages!  Eventually safe anchorages 

were found and crews settled in for a quiet night 

anywhere from America Bay to Yeomans Bay and beyond.   Photo: Gail McBurnie 

Day 7 The next day was spent exploring the various bays and inlets of this stunning waterway 

before making our way to Mushroom Bay at the head of Coal and Candle Creek. For those who 

arrived earlier in the day there was fishing and kayaking to be done. Some of the rock 

formations were beautiful to see, with their striations formed by millions of years of 

sedimentation, compression and upheaval. 

That evening there was many an impromptu happy hour 

aboard various vessels as crews regrouped and caught 

up on the happenings of the previous day. Day 8 again 

dawned foggy and beautiful—a photographer’s dream! 

 

Photoi: Michael Norwood 
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Day 8 Sunday morning arrived fine and calm and foggy, so all crews made a mass exodus for 
breakfast ashore at The Shed Cafe at Akuna Bay. After a leisurely breakfast/brunch consisting 
of lots of coffee and a better than average bacon and egg roll (in the editor’s opinion) boats 
weighed anchor and headed to Hallett’s Beach in preparation for 
week 2 of the cruise.  

On arrival (and after a look at the beach) a working bee was called 
(prior to happy hour ashore) and within 40 minutes close to 1/2 a 
tonne of debris had been cleared, and the holes and tee-offs posi-
tioned, for the great golf comp the following morning.  

Day 9  Monday morning dawned bright and hot! In crazy tempera-
tures (38 predicted) teams of determined golfers plugged their way 
around the St Andrews course to vie for the honour of Halletts 
Beach Champions. Not sure where our editor scored his special 
golf ball but he certainly blitzed the field!  That evening it was the 
traditional Beach Party and the bay echoed to the sounds of music 
and laughter, stockwhips and horseshoes as we partied well into 
the night! Prizes were awarded, great food enjoyed, and jokes told 
until mozzies finally drove us all back to our boats. 

Day 10  Despite the hectic night , first light saw a party of beach 
cleaners ashore and by the time we were ready to sail you would not know that LMYC Cruising 
Division had taken possession of Hallett’s Beach the night before. 

 

Returning to Coasters allowed us to 

recharge the batteries (some actual-

ly sailed!) and with rain threatening it 

was decided to swap the planned 

campfire evening for an evening of responsible 

gambling at The Black Stump Casino! No mon-

ey was lost (easy when the chips come free!) 

but much hilarity ensued as the tables rang with 

the slap of cards, clink of chips and the burr of 

the roulette wheel ably spun and called by Prin-

cess Di! 

Would you trust these croupiers? 

Photo: Maureen Seysener 

Photos: Lanyuan Wang 

Photo:s: Lanyuan Wang 



Judging by the costumes, there was 
clearly an avant-garde dress code for 
this casino. Which is fitting. It seems 
that the local police boat was scanning 
frequencies and picked up on conver-
sations about “the casino” on channel 
72. They did a cruise around Coasters 
Retreat and sat behind one of the 
boats for a while, but apparently decid-
ed that we were pretty harmless and 
left. 

 

Day 11  “There was movement at the sta-
tion for the word had passed around…” 

Strengthening North Easterly breezes saw 
the fleet relocate to Towlers Bay (or Morn-
ing Bay if one wishes to be geographically 
correct) and as the wind eased and rain 
stopped a final night ashore produced a 
very pleasant gathering for the Running of 
the Rats and some beautiful renditions of 
favourite bush poems. 

 

Day 12  Torrential rain did not deter Greg 
(Akaydes) and Graeme (Zephyr) putting on 
their Uber hats and doing the rounds of the 
bay to collect crews for the short trip to 
RMYC where the traditional end of cruise 
luncheon was enjoyed and prizes awarded 
for many of the wonderful contributions by 
members. Thanks guys! 

Indeed - from the organisers - a huge 
thank you to all who participated in total or 
for part of the 2020 PWC - as one member 
commented “To do a Pittwater Cruise is a 
fabulous way to get to know people and 
really discover what the CD is all about!” 

We couldn’t agree more! 

Reflections by Marion: Things I liked about  PWC 2020 

Sailing out of Pittwater and around to Cowan Creek; Hearing the cascading of the Refuge Bay 
waterfall; Picking up a mooring instead of having to anchor; National Parks free of houses; 
The great rock sculptures along the shores; Having a fresh waterfall shower—so exhilarating; 
Swimming from small sandy beaches; Sitting peacefully in a quiet bay; 
Paddling the board around the shores and visiting other boats; 
Seeing wildlife in the water - such a thrill to see a turtle; Meeting up with friends and making 
new ones; Having lots of fun at the activities and special nights;  
Flying the club flags and the new windsock; Finding and exploring new places; 
Enjoying a quiet breakfast early in the morning on the boat. 
All in all—a great trip! 

Many more great photos have been posted on the Cruising Division Facebook page. 

LAKE MACQUARIE YACHT CLUB  CRUISING DI-

Photo: Michael Norwood 
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By David Baker—Kombali 2 

The following is from a recent online  magazine, Sailing News, reprinted with permission of the 

editor. If you do not  receive Sailing News, here is a link: http://www.mysailing.com.au/?

utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Enews%20March%2013%202020&utm_content=Enews%20March%2013%

202020+CID_54b5db322e9ae6fe5f6024539434730d&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=MySailingcomau 

There are two ship stories to start today’s sailing news... The first one concerns sea trials later 

this year for a new “artificial intelligence captain”. In other words, a skipper-less ship. It sounds 

scary, and probably is. There is an interesting list of things that will be done if the ship “sees” you 

in her path, but if you read the article from Cruising Helmsman about a lightning strike frying all 

the electronic gear on a yacht, you may not be so reassured.  

Now to my mind, having learned my seamanship care of the RAN, this is a scary prospect. Elec-

tronics occasionally fail, become confused or get cluttered with too much data. The need for an 

effective (human) lookout is made clear in Colregs and is already often ignored.  

A yacht is a small target and barely makes a crunching noise as it goes under the bows of a 

tanker. What do you think of this idea? Here is the article if you would like to read more. 

Skipper-less Ships  http://www.mysailing.com.au/latest/sea-trials-begin-for-artificial-intelligence-captain?

utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Enews%20March%2013%202020&utm_content=Enews%20March%2013%

202020+CID_54b5db322e9ae6fe5f6024539434730d&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Read%20more  

If you are ‘self-isolating’ and looking for an interesting read, here is a good little article about 

cruising in southern Tasmania. http://www.mysailing.com.au/cruising/south-by-southwest-tasmania-s-unforgiving-and-

unforgetting-coast?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Enews%20March%2020%202020&utm_content=Enews%20March%2020%

202020+CID_69b3b9479247d875c01b931f1eba63eb&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Read%20more  

Great Navigators 

I have recently finished reading two interesting biographies by Peter Fitzsimons; James Cook 

and Mutiny On The Bounty. I found both to be an interesting analysis of the each of the key indi-

viduals, drawn by Fitzsimons from a plethora of his-

torical references - all of which are noted in the ap-

pendix. Cook is shown to be a man of humble birth 

and education who took advantage of every oppor-

tunity afforded him to increase, and then demon-

strate, his knowledge and ability.  

Fitzsimons shows the genius and compassion of a 

man who could circumnavigate the world, create 

maps far above the standards of the time and also 

care for the welfare of his crews. In an age when 

men achieved high office simply because of their 

family connections, Cook achieved commissioned 

rank the hard way - he earned it! 

Peter Fitzsimons has written a synopsis of Cook’s early days and it is printed in the latest copy of 

Afloat if you would like to read a teaser. 

I started school at Norfolk Island Central School among the descendants of the Pitcairners, so 

have always been a little bemused and confused about Bligh. Clearly a great navigator and man 

of religious faith, he learned his trade from Cook, but as a man - a legalistic and hard line leader 

who suffered three major mutinies in his career - he was a complex individual. Fitzsimons ex-

plores this complexity well, and details his perspective of the consequences for those who be-

came known as the Bounty Mutineers. (continued p.11)... 

http://www.mysailing.com.au/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Enews%20March%2013%202020&utm_content=Enews%20March%2013%202020+CID_54b5db322e9ae6fe5f6024539434730d&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=MySailingcomau
http://www.mysailing.com.au/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Enews%20March%2013%202020&utm_content=Enews%20March%2013%202020+CID_54b5db322e9ae6fe5f6024539434730d&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=MySailingcomau
http://www.mysailing.com.au/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Enews%20March%2013%202020&utm_content=Enews%20March%2013%202020+CID_54b5db322e9ae6fe5f6024539434730d&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=MySailingcomau
http://www.mysailing.com.au/latest/sea-trials-begin-for-artificial-intelligence-captain?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Enews%20March%2013%202020&utm_content=Enews%20March%2013%202020+CID_54b5db322e9ae6fe5f6024539434730d&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&
http://www.mysailing.com.au/latest/sea-trials-begin-for-artificial-intelligence-captain?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Enews%20March%2013%202020&utm_content=Enews%20March%2013%202020+CID_54b5db322e9ae6fe5f6024539434730d&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&
http://www.mysailing.com.au/latest/sea-trials-begin-for-artificial-intelligence-captain?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Enews%20March%2013%202020&utm_content=Enews%20March%2013%202020+CID_54b5db322e9ae6fe5f6024539434730d&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&
http://www.mysailing.com.au/cruising/south-by-southwest-tasmania-s-unforgiving-and-unforgetting-coast?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Enews%20March%2020%202020&utm_content=Enews%20March%2020%202020+CID_69b3b9479247d875c01b931f1eba63eb&utm_source=Email%20marketi
http://www.mysailing.com.au/cruising/south-by-southwest-tasmania-s-unforgiving-and-unforgetting-coast?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Enews%20March%2020%202020&utm_content=Enews%20March%2020%202020+CID_69b3b9479247d875c01b931f1eba63eb&utm_source=Email%20marketi
http://www.mysailing.com.au/cruising/south-by-southwest-tasmania-s-unforgiving-and-unforgetting-coast?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Enews%20March%2020%202020&utm_content=Enews%20March%2020%202020+CID_69b3b9479247d875c01b931f1eba63eb&utm_source=Email%20marketi
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In that context, Fitzsimons shows us from historical records that Fletcher Christian was himself a 

capable sailor and navigator, having solved the puzzle of the disappearance of Pitcairn Island. A 

somewhat different view from the Hollywood version. Both books are worth reading! 

 

 

Dyneema Safety Lines 

When giving Escapades a safety check for the Pittwater cruise, I found that the port side top 
safety line was unsafe. Several strands of the 1x19 5/16" were broken on one of the swaged   
fittings. 

After doing some research I decided to replace the stainless steel wire with 5mm Dyneema 
SK75. The breaking tension is quoted as 2,100 kg which is about the same as 316 SS 4.8mm 
1x19 wire. The cost per meter for Dyneema is about the same as for 316SS wire and is about $5 
per meter, but the Dyneema is fitted using a thimble inside a spliced eye. This is much cheaper 
than using swaged wire fittings. 

The main disadvantage of Dyneema is that its abrasion resistance is less than stainless steel. 
Although compared to other fibres it is rated as high abrasion resistance. Inspecting Dyneema for 
cuts and abrasions is relatively straight forward whereas inspecting a swaged fitting can never be 
100% certain.  

Dyneema is considered to be high ultra violet resistant. The 12 plait braid is hollow inside and 
requires a Brummel lock eye splice. I followed YouTube videos. It is simple when both ends of 
the rope are free, but is a bit more complicated when only one end is free. A suitable fid is re-
quired. 

I purchased the material from Marine Outlet located in Morisset industrial estate. Garry who is a 
rigger provided lots of advice. 

Greg Barnicoat - Escapades 

 

Leaking Fuel Tank Fitting 

This may be of interest to those with non-production style boats. Saaremaa’s integral steel fuel 
tank is fed from the deck by a 38mm plastic hose and joined to the tank with a screw on tail. 

The joint was leaking due to what turned out to be expansion of the plastic nut. When trying to 
source a new fitting the guys at Alphagomma (mining supplies), Tomago were really helpful try-
ing out different fittings in the warehouse, but nothing fitted. I began to think it must be a special 
metric thread that would be difficult to source. 

However, Alan Carr at Civcon Water Services, Heatherbrae, was the man in the know and he 
suggested that the plastic fit-
ting expands over time and 
supplied a new fitting for $11. It 
fitted perfectly. Anyone having 
diesel leakage around the fuel 
tank filler hose, this may be the 
source of the problem if you 
have plastic screw on fittings. 

On the left is the new fitting 
while the one on the right is the 
old plastic fitting that expand-
ed. 

Michael Norwood - Saaremaa 



NB: All Committee and General Meetings are held in the Bridgedeck Room at LMYC. Start 

times are 4 pm for Committee and 7.00 pm for General meetings. On water activities will 

generally start on the Friday and finish on the Sunday. Coffee mornings start at 10.15 am  - 

shared between LMYC and western side of lake – check FB for details. 

. Date Event Comment 

2020     

1 January BBQ Breakfast Ashore Loc TBC – Prob Wangi 

26 January Australia Day & Family Outing Black Jack Point (TBC) 

27 January Committee Meeting   

10 February General Meeting Guest Speaker: The Bach & Breathe – Expedition North 

14 to16 February Monthly Activity – On Water Lake Mac: Co-ordinator—TBC 

23 February to 5 March Annual Pittwater Cruise  Co-ordinator: Stoked  

24 Feb Committee Meeting  On PWC 

6 Mar Carry on to Sydney Cruise TBC 

15 March Firefighters & Families - Lake Day trip on Lake (LMYC Host) 

23 March General Meeting & AGM Guest Speaker: Nil due to AGM 

30 March Coffee Morning Co-ordinator: Krackt. Location: 

30 March Committee Meeting   

13 April General  Meeting Guest Speaker:  Capt Malcolm Goodfellow or  
Mike McKiernan (Deckee.com – TBC) 

17-19 April Monthly Activity – On Water Lake Mac: Co-ordinator - 

14-19 April Easter Cruise  TBC 

27 April Coffee Morning Co-ordinator: Krackt. Location: 

27 April Committee Meeting   

11 May General  Meeting Guest Speaker: 

15-17 May Lake Cruise & Soup Day. Lake Mac: Co-ordinator - 

  Rathmines Catalina Festival Next festival is 2021 

25 May Coffee Morning Co-ordinator: Krackt. Location: 

25 May Committee Meeting   

8 June General Meeting Guest Speakers: 

12-14 June Monthly Activity – ?On Water   

29 June Coffee Morning Co-ordinator: Krackt. Location: 

29 June Committee Meeting   

TBC Float Your Boat Dress up your boat on Lake Mac. 

13 July General Meeting Guest Speaker: 

17-19 July Monthly Activity Location: Lake Cruise, Co-ordinator: 

27 July Coffee Morning Co-ordinator: Krackt. Location: 

27July Committee Meeting   

10 August General Meeting Guest Speaker: 

14-16 August Monthly Activity Lake Mac Cruise, Co-ordinator: 

31 August Coffee Morning Co-ordinator: Krackt. Location: 

31 August Committee Meeting   

14 September General Meeting Guest Speaker: 

18-20 September Cruise - Co-ordinator: 

28 September Coffee Morning Co-ordinator: Krackt. Location: 

28 September Committee Meeting   

12 October General Meeting Guest Speaker: 

16-24 October Ivan Irwin Cruise Location: Lake Mac, Theme: 

26 October Coffee Morning Co-ordinator: Krackt. Location: 

26 October Committee Meeting   

9 November General Meeting Guest Speaker: 

13-15 November Monthly Activity Location: Lake. Theme: 

30 November Coffee Morning Co-ordinator: Krackt. Location: 

30 November Committee Meeting   

14 December Christmas Party LMYC Marquee – Starts at 1800 hrs. 

31 December New Year’s Eve Cruise Location: 
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Below is the text of the recent email from the Cruising Division organizing com-

mittee regarding future CD activities. 

 

Dear Fellow CD Members, 

As you are only too well aware, the State and Federal governments have put in place quite 

severe restrictions aimed at reducing the spread of the COVID-19 virus in our community. 

This has resulted in clubs being closed, sporting events being cancelled and a very strong 

plea for everyone to practice  rigorous social distancing. 

The CD Committee had already agreed that all meetings should be cancelled until such time 

as the restrictions are lifted. We have today considered the matter of on-water activities (in 

particular Lake Cruises). We feel that a cruise that involved members coming into proximity 

with each other, either ashore or onboard boats, is not consistent with the guidelines being put 

forward by the specialist medical advisers. We will not be running any further activities, either 

ashore or afloat, until it is safe to do so. 

CD members must be mindful that Australian testing has shown that there are large numbers 

of people in the community carrying the virus who are either asymptomatic or do not realise 

that they are carriers. For this reason, unless you have been recently tested, you cannot be 

sure that you are not potentially  infectious. 

On a more personal note, for many people this pandemic is a highly stressful situation. With 

things changing on a day to day basis it is hard to make plans and for most of us our routines 

have been completely disrupted. It is not surprising then that people will experience increased 

levels of anxiety and even depression. This can result in a loss of motivation and general apa-

thy. Getting out on the water is an excellent way to look after your mental health and I urge 

you to make the most of your boat - it is excellent therapy. You just need to do it either on your 

own or remain mindful of the guidelines.  

 

 

 


