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Ada Street  

Belmont NSW 2280 

Alternatively, letters for the Cruising Division may be left 

in the ‘pigeon hole’ at the LMYC office.                                                                                
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Cruiseletter Editor David Baker, preferably in MS 

Word format. 

 dragonflydbl@gmail.com  (0427 317109) 

by 25th of each month. 
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Your stories and pics needed: 

I look forward to receiving your contributions to our Cruiseletter. Please email me 

your accounts of sailing adventures, lessons learned and technical tips so we can 

all share more fully in the adventure.  I prefer documents on MSWord as they are 

easier to edit and use, but I can manage with other formats as well.  

Thanks,  

David. 
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Skipper:  Committee   

Gordon Butler     0409 509578 Geoff Edman (LMYC Rep) Marion Cotterill        0409982535  

Secretary:  Nikki Cahill             0410 982887  

Trudi Butler         0407 912825 Chris Cahill            0416 939546  

Treasurer: Richard Masson   0422 347875  

Ralph Asquith    0409 318230 Greg Barnicoat     0497 715669  
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Welcome to the July Cruiseletter, 

We are well into the winter cruising season and, although I have not added up recently, this 
must the biggest fleet heading north that we have seen in many years. I have really enjoyed 
the Facebook posts showing the great times (and occasional challenges) that members are 
experiencing. Thanks to all who post, it helps greatly to inspire 

the rest of us to make the effort to get our boats ready, and go! 

On Breathe, we have spent around 6 weeks in Pittwater and 
Sydney Harbour, including a stop at Bayview for some warran-
ty work and antifoul. On the way back into the lake we crossed 

paths with Escapades (heading north) at Swansea bridge. I 
understand that Equinox and Krakt will head North in the next 
week or so. I assume that that will be the last departures for 

this year??? 

For those of us on the lake, we are busy looking for CD activi-

ties that are reasonably weather proof. June’s activity was to 

be barefoot bowls, followed by lunch at the Rathmines club. 

Bad weather, and a booking mix up caused the cancellation of 

the bowls but, regardless, a group of around 20 enjoyed a very 

social lunch. July’s activity will be a visit to the new Marine Res-

cue facility at Swansea Heads. 

The monthly morning tea has been relaunched, with a small attendance at the June get to-

gether, hopefully that will build as the weather warms up and travelers return to the lake. 

Our June members meeting included a presentation from Chris Cahill about his recent      
electronics upgrade project, thanks Chris. Ross talked about the new requirement for us to 
have our boats audited for compliance with safety standards if we wish to participate in on- 
water activities. Trudi and I have had Breathe audited, the auditors are by nature all friendly, 

helpful people and we found the process very useful including good advice about a couple of 
safety items that I have been struggling with and suggestions about a problem that I had 
missed and can now rectify. All in all, the audit process is well worth it. 

Gordon Butler 

Skipper 

Your Cruiseletter editor is enjoying a three month road trip, so photographs,       
stories and adventures emailed to me will help keep the Cruiseletter going, and   
relevant to members. 

Escapades overnighting at 
Swansea before travelling 

North 
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The June General Meeting was held on Monday 14th at LMYC and opened at 1900. 

Twenty seven members attended the June meeting on a cool Belmont evening. A num-
ber of CD members have set sail for warmer climes and were not present at the meeting. 

NEW MEMBERS:  
The Skipper, Gordon, welcomed John Williams to the Cruising Division. John was unable to 
attend the meeting and his burgee will be presented at a later date. 

TREASURERS REPORT: Ralph Asquith 

The CD committee has decided to save time in meetings by emailing the details of the 
Treasurers Report to members and attach a copy of the report to the meeting minutes. 
Any questions can be emailed to Ralph, whose email address is on page 2 of Cruiseletter. 
Ralph briefly outlined the treasurers report as this is the first time. Closing balance is 
$4613.33 of which $2000 is in term deposits. 
Ralph has prepared a draft budget for the committee to review. 

FUTURE GUEST SPEAKERS:  

July: Peter Davidson (EPIRBHIRE): Modern Emergency Communications and the prolif-
eration of small satellite equipment. 

August – North Sails: Developments in cruising sails.  

SAFETY TALK: Ralph Asquith - Predicting and Understanding Weather  

NEXT TWO MONTHS OUTINGS: 

17 July – visit to MRLM, Gail McBurnie is coordinating. We may all be able to go to the MR 
radio facility. We may have morning tea there and after looking at that facility, go some-
where for lunch. Details to come. 

14 August – First Aid training   Saturday event, possibly at LMYC 

Morning training by Chris Cahill. He cannot provide a certificate but, as a doctor, he can 
share lots of knowledge and advice and we will be able to use CPR mannequins. 
Followed by lunch at LMYC 
If there are any specific topics which people would especially like covered, please let Chris 
or the committee know. 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 
Swansea Channel update – 
The Minister responded to the Channel Petition advising that the channel is now dredged 
to 3.5m deep. It also mentioned the name of a person in MIDO, whom we may contact for 
more information. 
Lake sailing clubs are combining to try to gain long term action on the channel. Awaiting 
discussion with Geoff Edman (LMYC Club Commodore) to talk through where we go from 
here, so we can coordinate a response and next action. 
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Alternate Skipper Manual - Trudi Butler  

The manual has been updated / revised. Thanks to Robert Black and Greg Barnicoat. Trudi 
will place the revision document on Facebook. Please email her if you would like an 
emailed copy of the revision document. Any new requests for the document will receive a 
revised version. 

SAFETY TALK: 
Boat Audit program – Ross Shirtley  
Ross explained the process of having your boat audited (see page 11). 
The objective of this audit program is to provide LMYC with documentation that our boats 
are fit for purpose and, more importantly, as a guidance for all CD members. 
On LMYC / CD Website you will find the audit form to download at https://lmyc.com.au/
cruising-division/ then click on CD Equipment Audit Plan  (or click on this link now). 
The audit plan is based on AS cat 7, but modified for the CD. Please read all 4 pages. 
Satisfy yourself and check through the audit form yourself, marking off each item  in the 
correct place under the “P” column. 
You can use the waiver request if needed. This needs to be backed up with supporting evi-
dence. A waiver request will be taken back to the audit committee. 
Contact Gordon Butler to arrange an audit which will preferably be done at LMYC. 
For the audit, present all items that need to be checked and make sure they are in date if 
required, eg medical kit, life jackets, fire extinguishers, floating items labelled etc. 
Racing boats - cat 7 meets CD audit requirements. 
To find clauses as mentioned in the form, follow the link to Australian Sailing Special Regu-
lations as provided (see page 11 for a quick overview). 
You will have 3 or 4 months to fix anything found by auditor which does not comply. 
If you are not getting a formal audit this year, then you need to do the self-audit anyway. 
 
The  meeting closed at 8:20pm. 
 
The COFFEE MORNING is restarting. 

It will now be held on the LAST FRIDAY of the Month. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://lmyc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Enclosed-waters-audit-forms-Rev-3.pdf
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While its not actually Cruising, around 20 
members got together for a wet winter Satur-

day at the Rathmines Club. Barefoot Bowls 
had to be cancelled, but those who attended 
enjoyed the catchup and stayed dry. Thanks 

to Trudi and Gordon for organizing the day. 

Meanwhile, many of our members have tak-
en advantage of what appeared to be an im-
provement in the Covid restrictions and 
headed north for warmer waters. 

Here is a quick snapshot of some who post-
ed their  adventures on the Cruising Division 
Facebook page. 

Bridgette and Renee Murray embarked on their first ocean voyage on Catlypso. Bridgette 
writes:  We have made it to Southport from Port Stephens. 
Thankyou all for your advice and support and the private messages from people tracking us. 
We elected for an extra person onboard after we decided to do it in one jump... So many new 
skills we have learned on the trip up here, reefing and sail changes at night, hand steering 
techniques in a swell, (we did a lot of hand steering and that's exhausting). We used a lot of 
navigation techniques learned in our Day Skipper course on charts and taking bearings, sail 
trimming and positioning of travellers and the best way to setup preventers, we spent a lot of 
time downwind in 15 to 30 knts..Thank you all, as your support is wonderful. 
PS ... I've learned you can't put another yacht in front of Renee on AIS as she loves to chase 
them down. 

Cath and Tony Austin have let us know that Double Fun had arrived in the Whitsundays 

and spent some time at Shaw Island. They intrigued us with the picture of “railway tracks” (on 

the next page) which were actually mangrove leaves left in perfect lines by the two different 

tides that day. 

The Catlypso crew were last heard of in Bundaberg with this lovely photograph of a Bundy sunrise. 
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Jane and Colin Alleck arrived at Southport in Sereia minus 

their faithful duck. Apparently Bernie the duck preferred to 

stay in the Clarence River region and found a new home 

with Rick and Glad Smith who have tirelessly organised the 

Clarence river cruise for the last eight years. They are now 

attempting to train a new duck to follow them on their travels. 

Maureen and Fred Seysener (Stoked) finally managed to 

break free of the Lake and have been sending frequent up-

dates of their passage north. 

Maureen wrote, “Successfully navigated the 

channel today to catch the 12 o’clock bridge. Shallowest point we saw was 

2.2m - so despite all the gear and food we’ve loaded on board over the past 

two weeks we still made it through! Fantastic sailing up to Port Stephen’s for 

our first night out - a 15 knot south-westerly saw Stoked slipping along nicely 

at 6-7+knots! So good to be out in the blue again after two and a half years! 

Beautiful south-westers made for a quick trip from Coffs to the Gold Coast - 

another overnighter done and dusted!! So all good for this sailor! 

Had a wonderful whale encounter as we approached the Gold Coast when 

we heard the wonderful low, melodic singing of the whales (a pod of about 6 or more) when 

we unknowingly sailed a little too close. We’re quite sure they were warning each other as 

one by one they slowly, gracefully dived as we drew alongside. Magical!  

We always enjoy visiting Southport and took time out to rest up, provision and attend to a 

small repair job. Then it was time to take the Inside Passage! This time we made it through 

without a bump! Astounded at the amount of development that’s taken place since our last 

visit a few years ago - especially at Jacob’s Well. New subdivisions everywhere.  

With strong northerly winds predicted for the coming week we had the choice of either trying 

to find shelter in Moreton Bay, berthing at Manly or exploring the Brisbane River. Having nev-

er done the latter this was the obvious choice.  

With charts close by we plugged up this mighty waterway for almost 4 hours past container 

wharves, industrial complexes, modern residential areas till we successfully slid under both 

the M1 and the Story bridge.  

Thanks to advice from Belinda and Greg (Arkaydes) we made our way upstream to the     

Botanic Gardens and dropped anchor right in the heart of the CBD.  

Fantastic place to spend a couple of days getting off the boat and exploring the city! From 

here? Onwards to Mooloolaba then Double Island Point! Best wishes to all!  
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Belinda and Greg Kenyon-Slade have headed north again in Arkaydes and are clearly enjoying 
their trip and the chance to catch up with many friends. After a safe trip to the Gold Coast they 
headed for Brisbane before moving farther north. 

Belinda wrote, With the really nasty swell at 

sea taking its time to subside, Greg was 
keen to take us up the Brisbane river and 
under the Story bridge. So with great ex-

citement we set off. Brisbane port is near 
the entrance, with the shipping lanes, large 
ships and tugs to watch for, but pretty fas-

cinating. Once through that, after a stretch 
of industrial area you hit more residential 
areas and the busy ferry system with the 
ferry "cats" whizzing up and down and 

across from side to side it's all eyes on deck to make sure we get out of their way! As we got 
closer to Story Bridge, which is right in the Brisbane CBD, we started to see smaller ferries 
called "kitties", which I thought was kinda cute!  

It was awesome cruising under the bridge to just past the Brisbane City botanical gardens, 
where we dropped anchor for 2 days. To be able to get to new places is always fun, and to 
be anchored off beautiful gardens but surrounded by sleek modern skyscrapers, with people 

whizzing around on bikes, or electric scooters, was a whole new vibe, and we thoroughly en-
joyed ourselves! Probably ate to much, but it was a treat to stroll along and pick a restau-
rant/pub, and watch the busy world go by. A whole new perspective of Brisbane for me! The 

City gardens were gorgeous, with magnificent mature trees towering over lush tropical gar-
dens and ponds. 

We decided to head north from here rather than to Tangalooma wrecks, as it has been a tad 
chilly (not quite Canberra level but too cold for snorkeling!). Thursday dawned gloomy and 

wet, so we headed down river and into Moreton Bay and north to Bribie Island. The Bay was 
like glass and the waters so clear! I was delighted to see dolphins (my favourite! ) and Greg 
looked into the water while he was on the phone to his brother and spotted a school of Tuna 

casually swimming alongside us! We anchored off Bongaree point at the bottom of Bribie for 
the night, dinghying in for dinner at the bowls club. I think Greg is possibly at risk of becoming 
addicted to club raffles! At Iluka he won on the meat raffle and he's decided buying tickets is 

a good way to contribute to the clubs we enjoy along the way. Last night we were tired so 
weren't sure we wanted to wait for the draw but Johnny Walker Green was tempting, so we 
bought our $10 contribution. Hey presto, he's a winner again, not the whiskey, but a pink gin, 

which I am just as pleased with, a bargain! So, we are becoming great fans of raffles! 

This morning, we head for Mooloolaba for a 
week. There are good southerlies, but we 

have the opportunity to catch up with good 
friends and we might head inland for a day or 
two in the Glasshouse mountains. We are 
still well on track so can afford the time, and 

friendships make the world a better place! Of 
course we have a few boat jobs too, so might 
find the week action packed after all! We are 

having a wonderful sail, mostly 7-8K so the 
Skipper is having a (busy) ball! 
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Alternate Skipper - Knowledge is Power 

 Skill of the Month  

Skill 8 

Ropes and Knots 

Our Alternate Skipper Manual has pictures and diagrams of 6 of the main knots and rope 

work you may need to know on a boat. Have a look! Need a copy? Contact me. 

On a personal note, I often get muddled up when making a bowline, so I use a story to help 

me. I found this YouTube clip of the story of the rabbit and the tree. It may be helpful for you 

(or not). For further information, see September 2020 Cruiseletter. 

Bowline knot (The Rabbit and the Tree) how to tie this knot - YouTube 

Also, being able to throw a line for someone to catch, can be made less embarrassing if you 

practice. Rope work can be fun! Have a go before you need to manage something in an actu-

al situation.  

Enjoy! 

Trudi 

PS If you ever have old ropes that you are not 
using on the boat, don’t just throw them out. Try 
making a rope mat! It really is a satisfying       

activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

LMYC CD Alternate Skipper Manual 

Updates June 2021 

Title  

Page 2: Add in the table 

 
 
Part 2 Instruments 

Page 2; AIS 

Does the vessel have AIS: yes / no? 

Is AIS send and receive or send only?  Change send to receive. 

Page 2; AUTOPILOT 

At 5 knots ………... 

Add: The distance to the horizon at sea, is approximately 3.4nm. 

Page 3; STEERING USING THE COMPASS 

Add: To convert a true chart reading to magnetic; 

If the variation is east, then deduct the variation from the chart true direction. 

200 degrees true – 12.5E = 187.5 degrees magnetic 

If the variation is west, then add it on. 200T + 12.5W = 212.5M 

 

Editor’s note: On the Australian East Coast, all variation (declination) is East. See August 
2020 Cruiseletter. 

Revision 1 June 2021 General revision of manual 
and updates in parts 2, 3, 4, 

R Black, G, Barnicoat, 
T Butler 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FE1rg-yjtro
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These old salty sayings are from 
the Northern Hemisphere, though 
most apply down South as well. 
Note that a veering wind moves 
clockwise in the northern hemi-
sphere but counter-clockwise in 
the southern hemisphere.  

 

The June Cruiseletter included 
some old weather sayings and 
questioned the definition of a veer-
ing wind in the southern hemi-
sphere. In response, Monty Hughes 
from Catchalater 2 sent in the fol-
lowing observations. 

 

As far as I am aware a Veering wind 
means one that is changing in a 
clockwise direction  regardless of 
hemisphere.  
It appears that some US meteorolo-
gists apply the opposite direction rule 
with respect to the Sth Hemi-
sphere. Suffice to say that as far as 
we are concerned ‘When the wind 
backs, trust it not’ is an indicator of a 
Southerly change and a portend of 
worse weather. 
 
I can not see any logic in the turn of 

the tide producing rain or smoke curling downwards as a storm predictor (before the bar opens). 

 

For those wishing to better understand and predict the weather I commend "Buys-Ballot’s Law”. 
Though it is written for the N Hemisphere I prefer to remember it as: 
In the SH - Face the wind and the area of Low pressure is on your left. Most people wear their 
watch (clock) on the left wrist and the rotation is also clockwise around a low. Conversely the 
High must be on your right side, and counter clockwise. 

In 'our' Hemisphere the spin of the earth produces a force that deflects moving air mass to the 
left. This is why our Summer breeze is a North Easter because this local wind starts as an East-
erly then deflects left to become NE. In Fremantle the ‘doctor’ starts as a westerly wind then    
deflects left to become a South Westerly. 

On a weather chart the same coreolis force applies when the wind blows from a High towards the 
Low in an attempt to equalise the pressure. Consequently the wind tends to blow outwards from 
the High in an anti-clockwise trend, then between the systems runs parallel with the isobar, then 
as it sucks in to the Low it rotates in a clockwise direction. As the wind closes the Low there is an 
angle of in-draft towards the centre. Most obvious in a cyclone. 

On another note, when considering global weather remember that the SH is mainly ocean where-
as the NH has far more land mass by proportion. The increased land mass means the Highs are 
higher and the Lows lower and this is why the Indian monsoon is far more significant than what 
we experience in Australia. With respect to fronts we don’t see many warm fronts whereas they 
are common in the UK. 

Safe Sailing, Monty  
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LMYC CD Calendar of Events – 2021 (second half of 2021) 

NB: All General Meetings are held in the Marquee at LMYC, beginning at 7pm. Committee meet-

ing are currently being held in the Bridgedeck room, starting at 4 pm. On water activities will gen-

erally start on the Friday and finish on the Sunday or Monday. Coffee mornings are not being held 

at the moment due to COVID restrictions.  

PAGE  12 LAKE MACQUARIE YACHT CLUB  CRUISING DIVISION 

Date Event Comment 

2021     

14 June General Meeting Guest Speaker:  Chris Cahill: Modernisation of out-of-
date electronics. 

18 - 19 June Float Your Boat/On water 
activity 

Dress up your boat (LMCC). Co-ordinator - TBA 

28 June Committee Meeting   

12 July General Meeting Guest Speaker: Modern Communications -  
Peter Davidson (EPIRBHIRE) 

17 July Visit to MRLM Location: MRLM. Coordinator – Gail McBurnie  

26 July Committee Meeting   

9 August General Meeting Guest Speaker: North Sails 

13 -15 August Safety Day LMYC: Co-ordinator - Chris Cahill 

30 August Committee Meeting   

4 September LMYC Sailing Season 
Opening 

Sail Past 

13 September General Meeting Guest Speaker: TBA 

17-19 Sept On water activity Co-ordinator: TBA 

27 September Committee Meeting   

10-22 October Cruise Down South Coordinator: TBC 

11 October General Meeting Guest Speaker: TBA 

15-23 October Ivan Irwin Cruise Location: Lake Mac, Theme: TBA 

25 October Committee Meeting   

8 November General Meeting Guest Speaker: TBA 

12-14 Nov On water activity Location: Lake. Theme: TBA 

29 November Committee Meeting   

13 December Christmas Party LMYC Marquee – Starts at 1800 hrs. 

31 December New Year’s Eve Cruise Location: TBA 

      


