
L A K E  M A C Q U A R I E  Y A C H T  C L U B   

C R U I S I N G  D I V I S I O N  

November 2021 No. 381 

 

 
 

 

Cable Beach Sunset with wine and cheese 



Page  2 LAKE MACQUARIE YACHT CLUB  CRUISING DIVISION 

Please address all letters for the Cruising Division to: 

LMYC CRUISING DIVISION 

Ada Street  

Belmont NSW 2280 

Alternatively, letters for the Cruising Division may be left 

Cruising Division Editor: 

Any articles for the Cruiseletter can be sent to 

Cruiseletter Editor David Baker, preferably in MS 

Word format. 

 dragonflydbl@gmail.com  (0427 317109) 

Skippers Report  and Activities      2 - 3 

Cruising News             4 

Using PC’s on board          6 

Book Review              8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cruising Division Executive 

Skipper:  Committee   

Gordon Butler     0409 509578 Geoff Edman (LMYC Rep) Marion Cotterill        0409982535  

Secretary:  Nikki Cahill             0410 982887  

Trudi Butler         0407 912825 Chris Cahill            0416 939546  

Treasurer: Richard Masson   0422 347875  

Ralph Asquith    0409 318230 Greg Barnicoat     0497 715669  

Reverie at Point Wolstoncroft 

 

 

It is great that we will be able to relaunch Cruising Divi-

sion activities in November. Our last activity was the July 

members meeting, so COVID has stopped activities for 4 

months. It will be great to be back! 

The Committee has considered how best to operate      

under the continuing requirements for COVID safety, and 

decided that the Cruising Division will operate in compli-

ance with the Health Orders (naturally). If members feel 

that their particular situation requires a higher level of 

safety, they are encouraged to act in accordance with 

those needs. All are requested to be respectful of others’ 

health needs. 
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The COVID Safety Plan has been re-written to reflect the above principles, and will be re-
issued prior to any activities. Everyone should note that the Health Orders require that all at-
tendees are fully vaccinated. So, if you are not fully vaccinated, and want to attend CD activi-
ties, please arrange that.  

Upcoming activities 
Our normal schedule is:  

Member’s meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month (except January) at 7:00 pm at 

the club. On-water activities are held on the weekend following the member’s meeting. 

8th November 2021 – Members’ meeting 

We will have a short meeting and presentation from Gail and Neil on the new Marine Res-

cue log in app. And Fred and Maureen discussing anchoring while cruising. The intention 

is that the meeting and presentation will be shorter than normal to allow for maximum so-

cial time after the meeting.  

Please be aware of the club’s COVID requirements and ensure compliance. 

12-14th November 2021 – On lake activity  Coordinator – Chris and Nikki Cahill 

Friday 12th Nov gather at Styles Point. Happy hour and BBQ ashore.   

Saturday 13th sail down lake to Sandy Beach. Anchor and BBQ ashore. 

Sunday 14th walk to Summerland Point Bakehouse for coffee and then sail home. 

Suggest you wear loud and colorful shirts to celebrate the first club activity post-lockdown 

In the event of poor weather, we will postpone to the following week end. 

13th December 2021 - Christmas function 

The Christmas function will be at LMYC in the Marquee, with a sit-down meal provided by 

Crusoe’s. Start time – 6:00pm  Cost - $30 per head 

A separate email with booking, payment and arrangements for special meals will be sent to 

members. 

31st December 2021 – New Year’s Eve 

If possible, gather on boats for the Wangi fireworks. Breakfast gathering ashore on New 

Years Day.  Coordinator – Gordon and Trudi Butler 

26th January 2022– Australia Day 

Lunchtime gathering ashore, location to be advised.  Coordinator – Richard Masson 

6-18th March 2022– Pittwater Cruise 

Dates are set, but detailed arrangements have not been finalised. 

 We are looking for a cruise coordinator, so please feel free to offer! 

   NB our March 2022 Members’ meeting might not be held due to conflicting dates.  

Other News 

The Channel has silted considerably over the COVID shutdown period, with boats coming 

home from the cruising season needing assistance through the dog leg. (Why oh why do we 

have a dog leg!!!).  

The good news is that funding for dredging a number of the costal estuaries has been made 
available, and dredging of Swansea Channel is reported to be a high priority. The club, 
through Australian Sailing, has made contact with the responsible Government body and is 
seeking to represent the needs of the local sailing community directly with those responsible 
for the dredging works. 

Gordon Butler 
Skipper 
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Preparing Stoked for the Trip North 

Fred and Maureen Seysener 

Preparing for a Longer Voyage 

With the option of international travel closed to us this year we thought it was a good chance 

once more (and probably our final time) to ‘go north’.  

As anyone who has made this passage knows, if anything can go wrong it probably will at the 

worst possible time - so thoroughly preparing the boat to ensure a safe passage is essential.  

There is no room for thinking  

“It will probably be OK”.  

The months prior to departure were spent working through the list below.  

Boat Preparation 

Engine - 

Change oil filters / fuel filters / check strainers.  

Change oil in gear box Inspect cables - throttle / gear levers / drive belts. Check engine 

mounts. 

Check batteries / connections 

Steering Gear - quadrants / linkages / autohelm  

Service Anchor Winch- check chain (mark lengths)/ anchor winch and mounts 

Lubricate - blocks / pulleys / jammers 

Instruments - ensure all are accurate - especially depth sounder and log  

Rigging - check all running rigging and fixed rigging (carry spare ropes / shackles/ pulleys 

etc) Check seacocks / hoses/ clamps - ensure there’s no leaks  

Anti-foul boat prior to departure and while out of water check rudder and prop 

Other preparations included - 

Purchasing essential spares 

Updating safety gear (we used Australian Sailing – Category 3 as a benchmark)   

Jack stays, Life jackets, PLBs and strobes 

EPIRB, Flares 

Medical kit 

Ensuring battery charging capability - sufficient - solar panels OK etc.  

Checked all navigation aids - two laptops/ handheld GPS / charts / reference books for north 

coast  

Purchase of new tender and outboard (which then meant re-organising storage of both!) 

Checked toolkit - comprehensive - normal tools plus any specialised tools required / sail re-

pair kit - sewing kit and materials required for emergency repairs to sails.  

Fuel and Water 

Portable drums carried for; Diesel, Petrol, Emergency water, 2 x 20 litre 
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Phone Apps 

There are many useful phone apps such as Predict Wind, Anchor Watch, Eye on the Reef 

that should be loaded onto the phone before departure.  

Problems while travelling 

Despite all these preparations we still had three incidents that required attention.  

Firstly, an outlet hose on one of the toilets became blocked - requiring purchase of a heat 

gun to remove the hose for replacement.  

The second incident was the drive belt in the engine alternator and water pump began to 

‘squeal’ due to loss of tension. Lack of adjustment meant this needed replacing - but I had a 

spare! 

The final failure and most serious occurred whilst attempting to raise the anchor in adverse 

conditions (huge seas, winds and tides) when two of the anchor mounts for the winch pulled 

out. This meant the chain had to then be manually hauled in a metre at a time with the aid of 

the main sheet winch.  

Repairs while travelling 

Finding someone to work on the boat, at short notice, while traveling is virtually impossible 

(as found out at Mackay and Townsville). 

The more often you can check and carry out everyday maintenance on your boat the better 

prepared you’ll be for most eventualities.  

Final Comment 

My final comment is to check everything and leave nothing to chance.  

There are probably things I’ve missed but hopefully this will provide a starting point for those 

wishing to embark on a trip north! 

Disclaimer 

The above was dictated by Fred, to Maureen, while on passage home and typed into a mo-

bile phone. Report was later formatted by Gordon, any errors in formats, typo’s etc are Gor-

dons! 

Such a good feeling to roll safely into this beautiful harbour! Almost home - all we need to conquer now is 
the dreaded dogleg in Swansea Channel!  (Maureen  20th October.) 
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PCs on Board — Greg Barnicoat 

Caveat: I’m not an Apple user so some of the following may not apply to cider lovers. 

Summary 

This article is oriented to cruising sailors essentially living on their yacht and thus with a need 

for reliable PC and or tablets (PC&T) and internet access. The main topics are: 

PC&Ts and their environment 

Being prepared for problems 

Internet access via the mobile network 

Reasons 

There are many reasons for having a PC onboard. The most common are 

Navigation, Weather, Email 

Social sites, Entertainment eg TV, Youtube. 

Environment 

Most PC&Ts have not been designed for the marine environment. The main factors that affect 

life length and performance are: 

Corrosion caused by humid salt air. This is unavoidable in time. 

Vibration and motion of the boat affecting connectors, hard drives, DVD drives and screens. 

Accidents, falls, bumps- can kill hard drives and dislodge internal components AND render a tab-

let screen unserviceable. 

Sea water will kill your PC and so will lightning. 

There are a few manufacturers that produce “tough” laptops- Toshiba is one. These will perform 

better than standard laptops. 

Prerequisites 

I recommend that you download the user guide and technical specifications for your PC&T from 

the manufacture’s web site. These will guide you for the correct hardware compatibility require-

ments and some other aspect such as WiFi and Bluetooth capabilities. 

Personal Computers and Tablets 

Laptops and Mini computers are best, as Desktops require lots of 240V power. 

Operating Systems 
Windows and Apple iOS are most common. 

Others, such as Linux and Ubuntu are free and many open source APPS are also free. 

Hardware 
For permanent installation I suggest you consider a mini PC. Many can operate on 12V DC with 
low power eg the Surface Pro. There are also 12V monitors. A complete system can cost well 
below $1000 and provide a cheap alternative to a proprietary chart plotter when used together 
with OPENCPN. Most new laptops require 19V DC and therefore a car charger converter. 

I sailed for many years in Europe , Carribean and SE Asia using a mini-ITX PC and OPENCPN 
and access weather via internet or Weather fax.  

Data Storage 

Internal   

RAM is dictated by OS and APP demands. 

Drives:  There are two main types: Hard Disk Drive (HDD) with a rotating disc. These are sealed 
units but break easily when dropped or knocked, especially when the disk is rotating - typically 
over 5,400 rpm. Try to buy HDD recommended for Server applications. They last longer and 
are more tolerant of abuse. These are now very cheap.  

Solid State Drives - have memory chips. SSD better resist physical abuse and are strongly rec-

ommended. They should be large enough to contain the operating system and application pro-

grams.  SSDs are much faster than HDD and will significantly improve your PC response time. 
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External: These are usually connected via a USB port and are used for backup. 

Backup 

I strongly recommend backing up your PC. This includes both the system and data. 

I also recommend having a replacement HDD or SSD with a complete system and application 

programs. This can be cloned onto a spare drive. This is especial so for mission critical PC us-

age - eg navigation and weather. 

Many PC service shops can clone your operating system in a few hours. 

Tablets 

Since smart mobile phones are basically small Tablets then much of the following applies also to 

mobile phones. Many tablets today have capabilities similar to laptop PCs and there are even 

hybrid PC laptop units. Tablets are either Android based or Apple based and use a touch sensi-

tive screen for input instead of a keyboard and mouse. The capabilities of Android and Apple are 

about the same and your choice is basically personal.  

Tablets are extremely sensitive to the marine environment since you will use them in the cockpit. 

The touch sensitive screen is easily damaged but can be replaced at a cost (Apple=$$$). 

Tablets are limited in attaching external devices such as printers and extra storage.  

If buying new, you should choose one that has a built in GPS (normal today) and preferably also 

a compass capability. Otherwise you can attach a BT GPS. 

Tablets are charged via a USB socket on Android tablets. USB type C connector provide fast 

charging and is significantly more reliable than micro-USB.  

Many tablets fail because of broken charging sockets and normally cannot be repaired.  

Chart plotter APPs such as Navionics and OPENCPN can be installed on tablets. 

Internet 

Connection will be mostly via the mobile network but in remote regions e.g., FNQ, WA satellite 

capability will be needed. 

Mobile network details 

There are three generations of mobile transmission used in Australia today , 3G, 4G and 5G. 

The actual data rate depends on the provider and by network factors such as signal strength and 

number of users. 4G access will usually support the reception of standard definition TV, 

Youtube and weather animation. 

3G and 4G access will be available in most cruising areas whereas 5G is only available in high 

population areas and its range is limited to less than 1 km. 

The 4G signal range is about 16 km but with an external antenna the range may be about 40 km 

and ultimately determined by the curvature of the earth as all mobile transmissions are strictly 

line-of -sight.  

I recommend buying a marine grade omnidirectional multiband antenna with a gain of about 6dBi 

- cost about $100. Higher gain antennae exist but are directional and will not work on a mooring. 

There are many fake antennas sold on Ebay.  

Internet Access 

To access the internet by computer, you need a mobile network modem, preferably  

a dedicated 4G modem (most will also support 3G) with external antenna capability. The modem 

has its own SIM card and might need a separate service deal. Many 4G modems also have WiFi, 

ethernet and USB capabilities to connect to your PC or tablet. 

Alternatively, most mobile phones have a built-in modem. You can connect your PC to the phone 

by tethering (hotspot) it. One advantage of tethering is that you can run your phone up the mast 

in poor coverage areas.  Where voice and internet does not work, you may be able to communi-

cate using SMS. An SMS message only takes a few milliseconds to transmit and so the phone 

only needs a sniff of signal. 
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Book review: 

The first point about this book is that it is a fundraiser for Marine Rescue Lake Macquarie! 

Having said that, I found this book well-presented and both valuable and interesting to read. I 

also have the PDF version (cost $33), which means I will be able to refer to this book when 

I’m on the boat without having to have the hard version on board. A definite plus. 

This book includes relevant background, history and general information about Lake Mac-

quarie. These are contained in the first five chapters, including chapter 3, titled “Facilities for 

Mariners”. If information about boat ramps, jetties and where to provision are what you are 

looking for, this is the chapter to go to. Here you will also find the locations of public moorings 

and sheltered anchorages. 

Chapter 4 deals with the “Hazards in Lake Macquarie” while chapter 5 contains weather in-

formation, including where to source weather forecasts. A valuable resource. 

The next twenty chapters are devoted to the twenty “key geographical locations of the lake” 

chosen to be included in this book. As someone who has their own favourite anchorages on 

Lake Macquarie, I found there are some gaps. However, this is to be expected for such a 

beautiful and extensive waterway as our Lake Macquarie. A location map is provided on 

page 14 for readers to find the chapter they might be interested in. A helpful resource. 

Each of these location chapters contains information about the area, divided into easy-to-

read sections such as the history, access, points of interest, hazards, anchorage, wind pro-

tection and more. The wind protection section includes useful information such as typical 

depth, seabed type, the number of courtesy moorings and a wind shelter rating. 

In summary, I am glad to own a copy of this book and thoroughly recommend it to others. It 

provides a wealth of information about our beautiful Lake Macquarie for locals and visitors 

alike. It also helps our wonderful Marine Rescue Lake Macquarie by raising funds for their 

ongoing work to help keep us safe. 

Trudi Butler 


