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Please address all letters for the Cruising Division to: 

LMYC CRUISING DIVISION 

Ada Street  

Belmont NSW 2280 

Alternatively, letters for the Cruising Division may be left 

in the ‘pigeon hole’ at the LMYC office.                                                                                

Cruising Division Editor: 

Any articles for the Cruiseletter can be sent to 

Cruiseletter Editor David Baker, preferably in MS 

Word format. 

 dragonflydbl@gmail.com  (0427 317109) 

by 25th of each month. 
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November was our first month of full activities after the extended COVID forced break. It 

has been great to catch up with friends at both a meeting and on water activity. 

Our meeting was attended by around 30 members, with Gail and Neil taking on the guest 

speaker role with a presentation about the new Marine Rescue phone-based log in App. It 

was recommended that we should all download the App, and use it for trips on the Lake, 

to build familiarity before using on an ocean trip. Using the App assists Marine Rescue 

with managing their workload. 

Our November on water activity suf-

fered from poor weather. The first 

attempt was cancelled due to very 

strong westerlies. Rain was forecast 

for the second attempt. Regardless 

of the forecast around 8 boats and 

one car attended for a shortened 

program with pleasant Friday even-

ing and Saturday morning get to-

gethers at Styles. I think that all 

headed home on Saturday to avoid 

the forecast rain (which eventuat-

ed!). Thanks to Chris and Nikki for 

planning the cancelled activity, and 

Marion and John for the second at-

tempt!  

 

Upcoming activities 
Our normal schedule is:  

Member’s meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month (except January) at 7:00 pm at 

the club. On-water activities are held on the weekend following the member’s meeting. 

Santa is on the way… see page 4 

 

 
 

 

Stoked and Elara at Styles 
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13th December 2021 - Christmas function 

The Christmas function will be at LMYC in 

the Marquee, with a sit-down meal provid-

ed by Crusoe’s. 

Start time – 6:00pm. 

As at the time of writing we have about 50 confirmed attendees, so it should be a great 

evening. 

31st December 2021 - New Year’s Eve 

There will be fireworks at Wangi again this year, so the plan is to spend NYE on our 

boats, and watch the 9:00pm fireworks display. We will also have a New Years Day 

breakfast gathering on shore. 

Please stay in touch on Facebook as we get closer for more details and any changes. 

Coordinators – Gordon and Trudi Butler. 

26th January 2022 - Australia Day 

Lunchtime gathering ashore, location to be advised. 

Coordinator – Richard Masson. 

4-6th February - Lakefest 
Lakefest will be happening throughout February, with activities planned by many of the 

clubs around the lake. 

We have decided to move our February activity and incorporate it into the Lakefest 

program, with the broad outline to include the following:  

 Friday CD afternoon gathering 

 Saturday – sailing rally and skills activities as part of Lakefest 

 Saturday evening – BBQ ashore 

  Sunday – Attend the LMCBA Boatfest and boat bits bonanza  

14th Feb – Members Meeting 
Guest speaker will be Peter Davidson, talking about “Modern Marine Communications”  

6-18th March 2022– Pittwater Cruise (Subject to condition of the channel) 

We are not optimistic about the channel dredging so it is highly likely that we will hold 

an on-lake cruise instead of the Pittwater cruise. In this case, the Lake Cruise will be 

held between 4th and 12th March. We still need to work up a program, but have no 

doubt it will include lots of social time, a bit of sailing, too much food and a small 

amount of exercise. 

Following the Lake Cruise we will have a members’ meeting on 14th March. 

The committee will continue to monitor the channel situation with a view to holding a 
Pittwater Cruise later in the year. 

Other News 

As noted above, the Swansea Channel is silting again, and boats of significant draft need 
to be pulled over to get through the dog-leg. Geoff Edman is advocating, on behalf of the 
major lake yacht clubs, for a better outcome. Geoff has had meetings with the MIDO di-
rector, and the local representative responsible for the channel. The results are not good, 
with MIDO confirming that the earliest date for dredging to commence is March or April 
2022. We should not let the issue stand without comment. Feel free to contact your local 
state member and the Minister for Transport and Roads (Rob Stokes) at: 
https://www.nsw.gov.au/nsw-government/ministers/minister-for-planning-and-public-spaces  

Gordon Butler 
Skipper 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/nsw-government/ministers/minister-for-planning-and-public-spaces
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Is Far North Queensland for you?  By Tony & Cath Austin (Double Fun) 

For many CD cruisers a trip north to the Whitsundays is very much on their ‘bucket list’ 

whilst for a few it is an annual migration. We all know the fabled attractions of the Whit-

sundays with warm winter weather, reasonably predictable sailing winds, lots of varied lo-

cations to visit and a robust infrastructure focused on the boating community. For many 

sailors (and all who charter), the Whitsundays are their final destination and they give little 

thought to going further north. This is a real pity as Far North Queensland (aka FNQ – 

loosely defined as the tropical region north of Proserpine) has much to offer cruising sail-

ors and is, to many, a far more rewarding destination. 

Cath and I have just returned from a six-

month cruise to FNQ and have been asked 

to share some of our thoughts on the trip. I 

must start by declaring that we lived in 

Townsville for several years, back in the 

late 1980’s, and cruised our Nantucket Is-

land 33 (a keel boat!) widely around the re-

gion. We loved every minute of our time up 

there so sailing back is quite a nostalgic ex-

perience for us. To do so in the company of 

friends from the CD was even more fun as 

we were able to show them places that are 

not often visited by casual southern cruis-

ers. 

Before we look at the specifics of sailing in FNQ we should perhaps look at the issues as-

sociated with getting to, and sailing around, the Whitsundays. I am stating the obvious, 

but it is a long trip to get there. The NSW coast is in many ways the most challenging leg 

with few all-weather ports and many bar crossings that can range from easy through to 

downright dangerous depending upon the weather and your draft. Ideally you and your 

crew should be prepared to sail overnight as this gives you much greater flexibility if a 

planned bar crossing becomes worrisome. 

Cath and I much prefer to just stay at sea 

and usually sail from Port Stephens 

straight through to the Gold Coast Sea-

way. Trial Bay and Byron Bay are great 

ocean anchorages if you need to take a 

break or burn some time on the way. The 

thought of sailing at night frightens some 

crews but we find it works well for us and 

we certainly cover a lot more miles in a 

much shorter time thus making the most of 

a favourable weather window. 
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Once in Queensland there are only a few sections where you cannot day sail as you head 

north albeit some days will be rather long. The only real challenge is the Wide Bay Bar if 

you decide to transit via the Great Sandy Strait inshore of Fraser Island.  

This should not be of con-

cern to a cruiser who is 

happy to wait until the con-

ditions match their confi-

dence and vessel. A QLD 

Maritime Safety wave-rider 

buoy along with Coast 

Guard Tin Can Bay give 

you all the information you 

need to make your ‘go-no 

go’ decision. 

 

While the Whitsundays are promoted as being Australia’s premier cruising region they are 

not without their challenges. With a massive charter market providing rental boats in all 

shapes and sizes the popular anchorages can become very crowded. Charter boat skip-

per skill levels range from almost none through to elite so it is often hard to predict the be-

haviour of other vessels and the charter boats can be downright scary. Needless to say, 

the GBRMP buoys are in high demand and very few boats comply with the time limits. 

This can be very frustrating as these mooring fields often prevent cruisers anchoring 

amongst them as the swinging rooms are not compatible. This can force boats wishing to 

anchor into quite deep water. Lots of chain is a definite advantage! Experienced cruisers 

prefer to anchor as the buoys can lead to sleepless nights as they bang against the hull or 

bridles wrap themselves around keels and rudders. 

The weather in the Whitsundays is also rather problematic. They lie within the Trade Wind 

belt, so winds are often quite strong especially in the afternoons.  This can cause rough 

seas that degrade snorkeling and even going ashore in the tender. Large tides do not 

help and anyone transiting the Solway Passage during a strong wind against tide will not 

soon forget the experience. 

With such a high season-

al demand for access to 

marinas it is no surprise 

that costs are high – often 

very high! Booking ahead 

is essential. Marinas, 

such as Coral Sea 

(previously Abel Point at 

Airlie Beach) have under-

gone major upgrades and 

now offer a very high de-

gree of amenity and out-

standing staff but you are 

certainly paying for it.  
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So – what happens if you keeping heading north? The first thing you notice is the dra-

matic drop in boat numbers. Gone are the charter boats and the vessels you see are 

mostly experienced cruisers who either live aboard full-time or who are on extended cruis-

ing holidays. They are not under the time pressure of the average charter boat and are 

happy to wait until favourable wind, weather and their inclination come together. Most are 

also keen to get together with other cruisers for ‘sundowners’ where lots of practical infor-

mation is shared by those who have ‘been there, done that’. 

The first ‘major’ town you hit on your 

way north of Airlie is Bowen. Bowen 

lies north of Gloucester Passage – 

the home of the iconic Shag Islet 

Cruising Yacht Club (SICYC).  Bowen 

is a delightful place with a village like 

atmosphere, very friendly people, and 

a rich history. There is a small mari-

na, an even smaller yacht club and a 

harbour with either fore and aft py-

lons or mooring buoys. We try to visit 

for a few days every time we go past 

and never regret it. There is a large 

fishing fleet based there so premium 

fresh seafood is always on the menu! 

Moving further north takes you to Cape Upstart and then the rather challenging Cape 

Bowling Green. Once these are astern you are on your final leg to either magnificent Mag-

netic Island or Townsville. Magnetic Island is a cruisers mecca! Horseshoe Bay on the 

northern side offers a secure anchorage from the predominant E- SE winds and has a 

pub, general store, and lots of eateries. A cheap bus service takes you to all other parts of 

the Island and then a ferry service links you back to Townsville. Despite my comments 

about seeing fewer boats up north, most of them will come to Horseshoe Bay at some 

stage. There were 70 boats anchored whilst we were there and over 90 a few weeks prior 

to that (but it was Magnetic Island Race Week!). Surprisingly it didn’t seem all that crowd-

ed either on the water or ashore.  

If you tire of lazing 

around on beautiful 

beaches, snorkeling 

in clear water or just 

vegging out on the 

boat watching the 

world go by, there 

are some outstanding 

bushwalks as much 

of the island is Na-

tional Park. 
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Townsville is also worth a visit – it is 

quite scenic with an excellent waterfront 

esplanade. It is also an excellent loca-

tion for provisioning and doing a bit of 

boat maintenance. The Breakwater Ma-

rina is quite central, and the staff are 

always keen to help. We ended up 

spending much longer in Townsville 

than initially planned as I needed to 

have unexpected eye surgery whilst 

there. 

 

 

Once you leave Townsville/Magnetic Island there are no significant towns until you reach 

Cairns some 170 NM to the north. For this reason you need to be pretty self-sufficient 

with fuel, water, provisions and spares. For us the most northerly point reached in Double 

Fun has been Dunk Island although on this trip we only went as far as Hinchinbrook Is-

land. Our first stop after leaving Horseshoe Bay was Herald and Rattlesnake Islands. 

They are owned by the ADF 

and used for live bombing 

and gunnery so it pays to 

pick your times and walking 

ashore is forbidden. Despite 

these restrictions they offer a 

delightful anchorage and you 

can almost guarantee that 

you will have the anchorage 

to yourself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further north you are in the Palm Island group that are worth exploring. Fantome Island, 

now uninhabited, had a large Leper Hospital for many years and a wander through the 

ruins of what was a massive facility really gets the imagination going. Orpheus Island lies 

only a short distance further north and offers quite a different experience. There is a ra-

ther exclusive resort on the western side that does not welcome yachties and a James 

Cook University marine research station that does. Little Pioneer Bay is a great anchor-

age with excellent snorkeling over the old clam shell nursery beds and a great walk 

ashore. 
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After several days of rather awful 

weather at Orpheus we headed 

across to Lucinda and the start of 

Hinchinbrook Channel. The entry is 

‘interesting’ as the waters are very 

shallow (hence the 5 km long sugar 

loading jetty at Lucinda) and the tidal 

flows considerable. Hinchinbrook 

Channel is amazing – the majestic 

peaks of the island are often shroud-

ed in mist and the mangrove creeks 

wind their way into a veritable maze 

of deep creeks. The only downside to 

this idyllic setting is the abundance of 

crocodiles. Sadly, a sailor was taken whilst fishing a few years ago so the thought of ex-

ploring the creeks in a rubber dinghy didn’t generate too much enthusiasm amongst some 

crew members. 

Unfortunately, we had to turn around and head back to Townsville for a medical appoint-

ment so did not get the chance to carry on up to Dunk Island. While the resort remains in 

ruins, the anchorage is excellent and there is a camping ground ashore with some basic 

facilities. The walks ashore are excellent with a great mix of tropical scenery and some 

fascinating historic sites that are well worth a visit. 

In conclusion, we were away from the Lake for just under six months and spent a large 

portion of that time in FNQ. We really enjoyed it and would love to get back, but it is a 

long way. I suspect that our next major trip will be to explore the northern NSW coast 

making sure that we have the time to do it thoroughly and be able to sit tight in each port 

until we get the weather we need for a safe and relaxing cruise. After all, cruising is 

meant to be fun! 
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Some of the magnificent photographs of club members and boats enjoying the water! 

 

Can you name the 

boats, people and 

places? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To enlarge the pictures, click on the + 

sign at the top of the PDF screen. 
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Some got to travel while 

others dreamed of distant 

places… 

 

            

Flat calm in the Great Sandy 

Strait 
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Sunrise…Sunset  the Lake is always gorgeous! 

But sometimes scary!... 
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Have you booked your spot for the Christmas Function? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


