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WELCOME
Welcome to the first edition of Forecast in many years. The earliest edition of Forecast we have
been able to find on the club archives is August 1964 and it was published regularly up until
about 2013. We will publish Forecast monthly and we are always looking for contributions from
our members.
Please forward any ideas or stories to admin@lmyc.com.au
As winter closes, with the Sydney International Boat Show behind us, the days are drawing out.
We see more shorts being worn. The northern Race Weeks are about to start. Many of our
members are up north for racing or cruising in warmer and waiting for the winds to turn to bring
them home. This all reminds us that our racing season will be starting soon. Hopefully all those
winter jobs are completed or close to being finished and like me you are looking forward
getting back to racing in September.
Open day is Saturday 3rd September. I will be standing on the Marina along with the other flag
officers ’taking the salute’ in our traditional sail past. Get your crew organised as there are great
prizes for the ‘best dressed boat’ and the ‘best dressed crew’.
Our Rear Commodore and the Sailing Committee have come up with a few changes this year as
far as divisional split is concerned. I look forward to see how this new approach works.

www.lmyc.com.au
Swansea channel continues to be difficult for deep draft vessels to navigate. The latest
information I have is that any boat with a draft over about 1.2m will require assistance. That
maybe as simple as guidance through the channel, for shallower draft, through to getting
assistance from other boats to pull them over to reduce draft for deeper draft vessels. The latest
from the government site is that dredging will be completed in November 2022.
Here is the link to the website for more information.
https://roads-waterways.transport.nsw.gov.au/maritime/projects/swansea-channeldredging/index.html
See you around the club or out on the water.
Geoff Edman
Commodore
LMYC

2022/23 Sailing Season
The entry fees for the 2022-23 season have been increased in line with cost increases.
We are trying to encourage the early submission of entries, and a discounted entry fee will apply for entries
received before Sunday 21 August. Boats entered after 22 August will pay higher fees.
Following a review of other clubs and the boat owners survey, the Sailing Committee has decided to change
the process and rather than allocate boats to a Division, boats will nominate for a Division based on
Divisional Descriptions.
For the upcoming season, we will have four Divisions –
Division 1 – for the largest or fastest boats in the club who fly Spinnakers
Division 2 Spinnaker – for medium size fast boats who fly Spinnakers
Division 2 Mixed – for larger cruiser and cruiser racer style boats that want to sail non Spinnaker or
fly Spinnakers
Division 3 – for the smaller boat that want to sail non-Spinnaker or fly Spinnakers
This is a significant change in the way Divisions are determined and we expect the process will need to be
tweaked as it is developed, so we ask for Boat Owners’ patience while we work through this change.
If a boat owner wants to discuss this process in more detail, then we encourage you to contact either Ross
Ahrens or Steven Ford.
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KEY DATES
Monday 8 August - We will hold an information session for Boat Owners and interested crew
commencing at 5:30pm at the club.
Sunday 21 August – boats to nominate which Division they wish to sail in.
Thursday 25 August - The Sailing Committee will advise only the boats that their divisional
nomination is not accepted.
Sunday 28 August. - A boat whose Divisional nomination is not accepted by the Sailing
Committee can submit in writing reasons why they think their boat should be in their nominated
Division.
Wednesday 31 August - Taking into consideration the information provided by the owner,
and the Divisional description, the Sailing Committee will advise the boat owner the results of
the review. All boat owners will be advised of their starting TCF and final Divisional allocation.
** Late August - Safety audits will be carried out
Saturday 3 September – new season starts with a sail past and prizes for best dressed boat and
best dressed crew.
Wednesday 7 September -start of Wednesday Summer series.

WINTER SERIES
The series results of the Winter pointscore are as follows:
1st: Even Keel – Peter Shaddock
2nd: Puglsey – Len Lavers
3rd: Jam – Brett Lewis
Congratulations to the owners, skippers and crew

www.lmyc.com.au/race-results/

SHE SAILS
LMYC WINTER SERIES
Thanks to Dave Nichols, Excessive was out on the
water again competing in the LMYC Winter series
with an all female crew.
Due to the windy weather, the focus was on
technique, timing in tacking and trimming the sails
which according to skipper, Antonia Patterson the
crew mastered well.
The ladies finished 7th overall. Well done.
Photo by Dave Young
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GOSFORD REGATTA
A LMYC crew consisting of Natalie Butterworth
(skipper), Eleanor Cunningham, Sarah Gamble and
Grace Buchan competed in the Gosford She Sails
Regatta on 3 June. The team took out first place in
the inaugural regatta. Congratulations.
LMYC She Sails Regatta returns on Sunday 15
January 2023 with RMYC Toronto and Wangi
Amateur Sailing Club planning She Sails Regattas in
February and March respectively.

Photos by Jack Buchan

Learn more
www.shesails.org.au

Back row: Left to right
Natalie Butterworth, Eleanor Cunningham, Sarah
Gamble. Front row: Grace Buchan

ANY KEEN OR BUDDING PHOTOGRAPHERS
IN OUR COMMUNITY?
We are looking for volunteers who, when they are not
too busy on the water hoisting sails etc can take
some photos for us. We only need a few photos each
week of our boats out on the water, at the start line
and on the finish line. The best photo may even be
awarded a prize at the end of the season.
We would love to hear from interested parties.
Register your interest at admin@lmyc.com.au

STATE & NATIONAL RACE OFFICER COURSE
Wangi Amateur Sailing Club
Sunday 28th August and Sunday 4th September
9am-5pm
Course Presenter - Tony Outteridge, National
Race Officer
Cost: $155
Morning tea, Lunch and Afternoon tea will be
provided
Women participants - HerSport HerWay Grant
50% subsidy for Women - Use the code
HERSPORT50
To register visit www.sailing.org.au/events

MAKING WAVES FOUNDATION
The first six months of sailing programs in
Newcastle has been so successful that
more volunteers are needed. Programs
run during school term on a Tuesday and
Thursday.
Do you have some free time to help
support youth with a disability?
No sailing experience is necessary.
Learn more
www.makingwavesfoundation.com.au or
contact Toni Fox 0416 006088 for more
information.
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HISTORY LOCKER
The Lake Macquarie Yacht Club History Committee was formed
on October 2020 with the objective of sourcing and gathering
all articles of interest from the last 91 years and digitally
archiving them on to a secure storage platform. This initiative is
to ensure that the club collects its history and provides a source
of relevant information for its 100th Anniversary in 2029.
To date the committee has sourced and collected 268 editions
of the Forecasts newsletter dating from 1964 to 2008 (when it
stopped being published), as well a large collection of
photographs, news articles, minute books and Boat Registers.
Special thanks to Ray Kiely, Steve Liddell, Susie Wright, Terry
Carruthers and the many other club members who have kept
these valuable documents safe until we now have time to
properly record and preserve them.
The LMYC Cruising Division has been a lot more organised
than the General Sailing Club with it’s history, having its
complete collection of Cruise Letters dating back to
January 1989 all digitised, archived and accessible from
the Lake Macquarie City Library.
So now, with only 7 years to go until the 100th Anniversary,
the History Committee still has a huge task ahead, in
sourcing as much memorabilia as possible, to include in our
records. To assist, if any club members have access to
items that document or form part the club’s history, it would
be helpful if any items could be borrowed for a few days
so that they can be recorded.
For this month’s Forecast the LMYC History Committee
provides these 2 photos from the Club’s Open Days in 1934
and 1935. (Date of images established by Ray Kiely)
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